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REGIONAL— When 
it comes to sexual harass-
ment in the #MeToo era, the 

Democratic Farmer-Labor 
Party under the leadership 
of party chair Ken Martin 
has promised zero tolerance. 
It was a point that Martin 
drove home last year when 
he became one of the first 

political leaders in the state 
to call for the resignation 
of his own party’s popular 
junior Senator, Al Franken, 
over allegations that he had 
behaved inappropriately 
with several women. He also 

called for the resignations of 
members of the Legislature, 
of both parties, when similar 
allegations arose earlier this 
year.

ELY – “Without MCEA, 
PolyMet would probably be 
mining here for several years 
now.”

Kathryn Hoffman, the 
chief executive officer of 
the Minnesota Center for 
Environmental Advocacy 
made that statement as she 

updated the Ely Tuesday 
Group on her group’s efforts 
to slow or even stop copper- 
nickel mining projects in the 
water-rich environment of 
northeast Minnesota.

She was joined by 
MCEA’s senior staff attor-
ney and lead mining lawyer, 
Kevin Lee, who spoke to the 
overflow crowd at the Grand 
Ely Lodge about PolyMet’s 

updated financial picture, as 
copper prices continue to trend 
downward and automation 
trends reduce the possibility 
of big-money employment as 
an economic boon to the area.

MCEA has existed for 
more than 40 years, founded in 
the 1970s as an environmental 
non-profit organization. “The 
vision behind the MCEA is 
that the environment needs 

lawyers to protect it and we 
need that expertise,” Hoffman 
said.

The MCEA staff has 
grown to 21 people, includ-
ing lobbyists, policy experts, 
technical experts, as well as a 
team of litigators that allows 
the organization to operate in 
many areas. “We work with 

MCEA: Environment needs lawyers to protect it

REGIONAL - Rick Nolan’s choice 
to not seek re-election to Minnesota’s 
8th Congressional District has left a 
wide-open field 
of DFL hopefuls, 
but Republicans 
have  l a rge ly 
rallied around a 
single candidate 
ahead of the Aug. 
14 primary, Pete 
Stauber, in hopes 
of swinging the 
district red.

The district 
has rarely seen 
the GOP win an election for the seat, 
but GOP hopes are high after Donald 
Trump won the district in convincing 
fashion in 2016. 

The party has thrown its support 
behind Stauber, and the push to elect 
him over any of his potential DFL 
challengers has even gained national 
attention with President Donald Trump 
himself stumping for the career police 
officer last month in Duluth. Stauber 
had also amassed a campaign war chest 
of over $800,000 as of the last FEC 
reporting cycle.

Although Nolan won the dis-
trict in 2016, it was narrow, and 

Editor’s Note:
While the following story details alleged inappropriate behavior by two individuals at a former DFL campaign office in 2016, 

the Timberjay has decided not to reveal their last names. While such alleged behavior was inappropriate, the story’s focus is on 
how complaints about their actions were handled by the DFL, by the Nolan campaign, and by Congressman Nolan himself, and 
about the challenges of adopting a zero tolerance policy within a large organization. The two men involved have already faced 
significant consequences for their actions and no longer work in politics. 

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Recriminations and regrets
Former DFL staffer speaks out on mishandling of harassment complaint

Chris Horoshak outside the former 
DFL office in Mt. Iron, where he 
reported repeated harassment for his 
sexual orientation. 
photo by M. Helmberger

Stauber focused 
on job creation 
and public safety
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Pete Stauber

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Kathryn HoffmanSee...MCEA pg. 11

See...DFL pg. 10

COOK-A near perfect 
summer evening was served 
up for an outdoor farm 
picnic at Cook’s Country 
Connection.  The goal of 
the evening was to increase 
awareness of the connection 
between farms, food, and 
farmers markets.  “We think 
food is kind of a big deal,” 
said Lois Pajari of the farm 
supper event. 

Pajari is a farmer and 
owner of Cook’s Country 
Connection.  Last year the 
Arrowhead Regional Farm 
Bureau chapter hosted a 
meal and farm event in Hib-
bing, and was looking to 
plan another event in the 
area.  

Pajari (and the farm ani-
mals) signed on to bring 
the event to her farm to 
help showcase farms and 
the local food producers in 
the far north, which people 

don’t always think of as a 
farming region.

“As times have changed 
over the years, there has 
been a disconnect from 
farms and the production of 
food,” Arrowhead Regional 

Area Farm Bureau Secretary 
Ed Nelson said. “They get 
their food from the super-
market – you need to trace 
it back, you need to trace it 
back where it comes from. 
Somewhere along the line it 

is connected to the land, it’s 
connected to the soil.”

Nelson owns Nelson’s 
Farm near Hibbing, which is 

COOK’S COUNTRY CONNECTION

Making a connection
Farm picnic helps 
increase awareness 
of farm-to-food 
environment
by MELLISSA  ROACH
& MARCUS  WHITE
Timberjay Staff

George Pliml and his granddaughter Stella enjoyed the food, especially the 
zucchini slices, at Cook’s Country Connection farm supper. photo by M. Roach

See...FARM pg. 9
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TOFE LAKE

Taste of Slovenia in Ely on Saturday, 
Aug. 4

ELY- The Ely Chapter Slovenian Union of 
America will hold its “Taste of Slovenia” at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church in Ely on Saturday, Aug. 
4 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. The event will showcase 
Slovenian traditions in America, featuring making 
and tasting Slovenian soups, sausages, vegetables, 
breads, and of course, potica. An admission fee of 
$10 will cover 12 tastings.

To complete the day, please join us at Amici’s 
Event Center from 6 – 8 p.m. that evening for a 
free “Age-to-Age” family cultural event with polka 
music, dancing, and food.

Reflections on Water Aug. 3-4 in Ely
ELY – The Northern Lakes Arts Association 

will present a unique production this weekend incor-
porating local dancers, musicians, poets, photogra-
phers, videographers, and artists.

Reflections on Water will be performed on 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 3-4, at 7 p.m. at the 
Vermilion Community College Fine Arts Theater. 

“The show will feature dance pieces inspired by 
the theme of water and the integral place it serves in 
our lives,” said Molly Olson, choreographer for the 
production. 

Greenwood Townships
40th Anniversary on Aug. 25

GREENWOOD TWP- Greenwood’s 40th 
Anniversary get-together is fast approaching, on 
Saturday, Aug. 25 at 2 p.m.

If you plan on attending, please RSVP so we 
can plan accordingly for food. We need many 
helping hands to set up, cook, serve, and clean up. 
Everything is free, so your help is greatly appreciat-
ed. 

If you are presently, or have in the past been, a 
resident or visitor, you are most welcome to attend. 
If you play an instrument or are a singer, you are 
most welcome to perform. If you can lead orshow 
others how to play pickle ball, bocce ball, tennis, 
horseshoes, or other games, please call Pam; we 
need you. 

We will still take your pictures of family and 
friends at Lake Vermilion or your Lake Vermilion 
family stories until Wednesday, Aug. 15. We are so 
lucky to be able to live, fish, and play in this beauti-
ful area. Come and celebrate with us at Greenwood’s 
40th Anniversary. 

To RSVP, volunteer, submit stories or photos, 
or for questions, please call Pam Lundstrom at 218-
753-3006. 

COOK

Health and Creativity Through Jazz Music

TOFTE LAKE- As 
part of an Arts Tour grant 
from the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, Stuart Pimsler 
Dance and Theater (SPDT) 
will present classes and a 
performance at Tofte Lake 
Center in Ely, Aug. 12-19. 

This residency marks the 
eleventh year that the 
company has traveled to 
Tofte Lake Center and the 
celebration of the retreat 
center’s tenth anniversary 
since opening in 2007.

On Friday, Aug. 17 at 
7 p.m., SPDT will share 
excerpts of their critically 
acclaimed matinee and 
present Terra Incognita, a 
recently premiered work 
by artistic co-director 
Suzanne Costello. Terra 
Incognita was originally 
conceptualized in the out-
doors of the Ely landscape 
and will feature a cast of 
Ely community members 
performing alongside 
the company. Following 
the performance, Tofte 
Lake Center director Liz 
Engelman will facilitate 
SPDT’s signature Talk 
Piece, an audience-per-
former conversation.

If you are interested 
in performing in the com-
munity cast, please contact 
Thea Sheldon (thea@
theasheldon.com, 218-
235-7699) by Monday, 
Aug. 6. SPDT is looking 
for eight to eleven perform-
ers. All ages are welcome; 
vocal/singing experience 
is necessary. Community 
performers will learn a 
couple of vocal parts and 
simple movement sections. 

SPDT wi l l  a l so 
offer yoga classes every 
morning, Monday through 

Friday, Aug. 13-17 from 
9 to 10 a.m. This one-
hour class, led by artis-
tic co-director Suzanne 
Costello, combines yoga 
with movement from a 
dance/theater lens and is 
open to all levels. Pay as 
able. Rehearsals for the 
community performers 
will follow daily morning 
yoga classes from 10:10 
to 11:10 a.m. All events 
will take place in the 
Aerie Studio at Tofte Lake 
Center.

This activity is made 
possible, in part, by the 
voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts 
Board, thanks to a legis-
lative appropriation from 
the arts and cultural heri-
tage fund. 

Since its founding 
in New York City in 
1979, SPDT has contin-
ued to engage popula-
tions worldwide through 
its performance works 

and community inclu-
sive programs. SPDT’s 
interdisciplinary vision 
weaves movement, spoken 
word, music, and visual 
imagery that provokes and 
comments on the person-
al and political. Artistic 
co-directors Suzanne 
Costello and Stuart Pimsler 
and their company of 
compelling artists con-
tinue to garner critical 
acclaim for their “theater 
for the heart and mind.” 
SPDT’s company artists 
have been distinguished 
for their artistic excel-
lence, garnering seven 
McKnight Fellowships 
and five Minnesota SAGE 
Awards for Dance. For 
more information about 
SPDT, visit www.stuart-
pimsler.com.

 

Sam Miltich to perform jazz concert in Cook on Friday, Aug. 10
COOK- Tickets for the Sam 

Miltich Jazz Concert on Friday, 
Aug. 10 at 7 p.m. are still available. 
The performance is being held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 231 2nd 
St. E in Cook.

Amid beautiful music by the 
Sam Miltich Quartet, the dialogue 
will speak to the creative process 
and Sam’s pursuit of well-being 
amid the daily challenges of living 
with schizophrenia.

Tickets may be purchased for 
$15 at the door or in advance at 
NWFA Gallery, or call Lauren at 
218-750-1989 to reserve a seat.

This series of art tours was 
made possible by a grant from 
the Minnesota State Arts Board 
through the Minnesota Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund established 
as part of the November 2008 clean 
water, land and legacy amendment 
to the Minnesota Constitution. The 
grant is entitled, “The Improvised 
Life:  Exploring Intersections of 
Mental Health and Creativity 
through Jazz”. For more informa-
tion see the touring concert project 
website  www.sammiltichmusic.
com/theimprovisedlife.  Other cities/
towns, organizations, clinics and 
businesses may also sponsor this 

concert.
The Cook concerts were spon-

sored by Northwoods Friends of the 
Arts (nwfamn.org) and Scenic Rivers 
Health Services who will sponsor a 1 

p.m. concert for health professionals 
and invited guests at Trinity Lutheran 
Church also on Aug. 10.

Stuart Pimsler Dance and Theater at Tofte Lake 
Center Aug. 12-19; dancers/singers needed

Public Notice
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will hold a public meeting for amending the 
Lake Vermilion Public Islands Coordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) for the 
87 BLM-administered islands located in Lake Vermilion and seven smaller lakes in St. 
Louis County, Minnesota. A Notice of Intent to Amend the CRMP was published in the 
Federal Register on June 8, 2016. The Notice of Intent to Amend comes in response 
to changing conditions and demands on public lands managed by BLM in the Lake 
Vermilion area.  The public meeting will be an open-house format held in the
community of Tower, Minnesota on August 8, 2018. 

The Environmental Assessment to support the CRMP amendment will consider many 
issues, including the use of recreation sites, protection of cultural resources, mitigating 
the spread of invasive species, and regulatory consistency with other jurisdictions in the 
area. This plan amendment will only address surface lands managed by the BLM in the 
Lake Vermilion area; there will be no subsurface or mineral management addressed. 
Comments on the proposed amendment will be accepted up to 15 days after the public 
meeting. 

The Public meeting will be held at the following location:
 Tower, Minnesota: August 8, 2018, Fortune Bay Resort - 
 Birch Room, 1430 Bois Forte Road, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.  

If you have any comments or issues that we should consider addressing in our
analysis, please provide comments using one of the following methods:

 E-mail:  kwadzins@blm.gov

 Fax Number: (414) 297-4409, Attn: Mr. Kurt Wadzinski

 U.S. Postal Service: BLM Northeastern States District
      Attn: Kurt Wadzinski
        Planning and Environmental Coordinator
      626 E. Wisconsin Ave., Suite 200
      Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in your comment, be aware that your entire comment including 
your personal identifying information may be made publicly available at any time. 

While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from public review your personal 
identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

All submissions from organizations, businesses, and individuals identifying themselves 
as representatives of organizations or businesses, will be available for public review.

For additional information regarding the amendment to the Lake Vermilion 
CRMP for BLM-administered lands in Minnesota, please visit the web site at 
https://go.usa.gov/xUKKV and/or contact Kyle Schumacher, Natural Resource 
Specialist, at (414) 297-4463.

Persons who use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD) may call the 
Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 during normal
business hours. The FIRS is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to leave
a message. You will receive a reply during normal business hours from 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EDST.



V E R M I L I O N  L A K E 
TWP— Some residents along 
County Road 26 are crying 
foul over a St. Louis County 
public works policy that pays 
for re-paving of driveway 
aprons, even on abandoned 
driveways, while 
newer homeown-
ers are forced to 
pay thousands 
of dollars for the 
same improve-
m e n t ,  o r  d o 
without.

The issue has 
come to a head in 
recent days as a 
blacktop resurfac-
ing project along 
several miles of this county 
road, more commonly known 
as Wahlsten Road, is winding 
down.

As part of the project 
wrap-up this week, the contrac-
tors, Northland Constructors, 

were installing free asphalt 
driveway aprons for residents 
there. But not for every resident. 

Jake and Sarah Schmidt 
built a beautiful new home on a 
hill overlooking the Pike River 
valley several years ago. When 
they asked construction workers 
on the project why they had 
skipped past their driveway when 

installing the 
asphalt aprons, 
they were told 
they would have 
to pay $2,500 
for theirs. Ken 
Koski, a long-
time resident, 
was told the 
same th ing , 
although the 
c o n t r a c t o r s 
later installed 

his apron after he dug a trench in 
the gravel that had accumulated 
on top of his apron to prove there 
was pavement underneath.

It’s part of a county policy 
that Fourth District County 
Commissioner Tom Rukavina 

calls “insane.”
As described by county 

engineer Eric Fallstrom, the 
contract with Northland required 
them to resurface existing 
asphalt, including the existing 
road surface and asphalt aprons 
from the last resurfacing, but 
nothing more. “The policy is 
that we’re replacing what was 
there,” said Fallstrom, who has 
overseen the project. “We are 
overlaying those that were pre-
viously paved, but if you have 
gravel, you get gravel,” he said. 
“That’s basically our policy.”

Fallstrom acknowledged 
that he can understand that such 
a policy could create ill feelings. 
“But we try to be consistent with 
the policy. We told those people 
they can work it out with the 
contractor.”

Sarah Schmidt said it’s 
not exactly a howdy-do to new 
residents who’ve built along the 
road since the last time the road 
was resurfaced. “The thing is, 
everybody got an apron because 
they had one before, but our 
house was built after that, so now 
we have to buy an apron?” asked 

Schmidt. “I think there needs to 
be some common sense.”

Adding insult to injury is 
that much of the asphalt applied 
to driveways was to abandoned 
properties or homesteads. “It’s 
amazing that we have such 
a lack of common sense as a 
county,” said Rukavina, who has 
fielded complaints over the issue. 
Rukavina said he took a drive 
along the road in recent days and 
was shocked at what he saw. “We 
have several old houses that have 

Left: A newer 
residence on 
County Road 26 
is left without a 
paved driveway 
apron following 
resurfacing on 
the road. Other 
residents 
received paved 
aprons at no 
charge, but 
others were 
told they would 
have to pay 
thousands of 
dollars. It’s part 
of a county 
policy that Tom 
Rukavina calls 
“insane.”
M. Helmberger

TIMBERJAY Newspapers                                                                                                                                                                         August 3, 2018    3

Wahlsten Road resurfacing leads 
to questions over county policy

Forest Service halts wildfire near Blizzard Lake
FIRE SEASON BREWING?

“ To me, 
it’s the most 
asinine thing 

I’ve seen at the 
county yet.

Tom Rukavina

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Pavement for some, others left wanting
PUBLIC WORKS POLICY

See PAVING...pg. 5

ELY – U.S. Forest Service 
firefighters from the Kawishiwi 
Ranger District were called into 
action late last week to suppress 
a fire in the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness

The fire was located near 
Blizzard Lake in the BWCAW 
in St. Louis County. The blaze 
was just one or two acres in size 

and burning under mature red 
pines and white pines, accord-
ing to Tim Engrav, USFS 
public information officer. 
Blizzard Lake is located west of 
Slim Lake and north of Coxey 
Pond northwest of the North 
Arm of Burntside Lake

The attached map shows 
the location of the fire as 
well as several fuel treatment 
units on the North Arm of 
Burntside Lake that have been 

implemented in recent years 
as well as several additional 
treatment units identified for 
the future. “These treatment 
units are important compo-
nents, providing protection 
for private property adjacent 
to the BWCAW to prepare 
and defend against potential 
wildfires,” Engrav said.

Last Wednesday evening, 
the fire was burning ground 
litter and dead and down fuels. 

On Thursday, the fire was smol-
dering with no visible flames. 
“Overcast skies, light rain, and 
higher humidity levels kept the 
fire fairly quiet on Friday,” 
he said.

“Firefighters made good 
progress on suppressing the 
Blizzard Lake Fire. The mod-
erate weather on Thursday 
allowed the crew to start 

See FIRE...pg. 5
 

Pfeiffer Lake Trail 
Volunteer Project 

Fri., August 17th 10 am - 3 pm 
Take a trip to beautiful 

Pfeiffer Lake! 
Volunteers will work 
alongside US Forest 

Service staff to build a 
boardwalk on the 

lake’s interpretive trail. 

Visit MNNVC.org  
to learn more! 

L. Raudabaugh 

GIVE BACK.  
GET INVOLVED. 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Ceramic Tile For Every Room In Your House

 Personal Service...
When You Buy With Us

Check It Out! We’ve Got It!

Cassandra will help you select
affordable flooring that will
give your room the look
you want! 

Keith is knowledgeble and ready
to assist you with one of our
many top brands of ceramic
tile for flooring or counters!

floortoceiling.com/virginia

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri
8 AM-5:30 PM

Thurs. 8 AM-6:30 PM
Sat. 9 AM-3 PM

Cabinets
Flooring

Hardware
Bathrooms
Wallpaper
& More!

It’s All
About



Driving lesson 
number one – keep 
your eyes on the 
road.  I t  seems 
s imple enough. 
If you don’t keep 
your eyes in front 
of you, you run the 
risk of a crash. Yet 
more often than not, 
drivers are distract-
ed and, too often, 
willing to substitute 
“information” from 
their smartphones for their own 

common sense. 
Our story last 

week, “Hey Siri, how 
do I get to Ely?” was 
a case in point. 

As a quick recap, 
since the opening of 
the new Hwy. 169 
alignment, drivers 
have continued to 
use popular smart-
phone navigational 
apps to find their way 
between Tower and 

Ely, and have found themselves 

quite literally stuck in the mud 
as result.

MnDOT engineer, Michael 
Kalnbach, told the Timberjay 
that the apps themselves weren’t 
necessarily at fault for diverting 
many dozens of drivers in recent 
weeks off the newly-rebuilt 
Hwy. 169 and onto the rugged 
and ultimately impassable Six 
Mile Lake Road, even though 
the information they provided 
was inaccurate. He put more of 
the onus on drivers themselves 
who actually listened to the 

mechanical advice instead of 
using their common sense and 
critical thinking skills. But is 
our ever-growing reliance on 
technology only affecting our 
driving?

We rely on our devices for 
much of the information we use 
in our lives these days, includ-
ing in our all-important roles as 
citizens. Think about where you 
get your information. Do you 
rely on the television, the radio, 
a local or national newspaper, or 
social media?

For many of us today, 
social media is a primary source 
of information. But as we’ve 
learned in recent years, social 
media news sources can be 
highly unreliable, sometimes 
intentionally so. And they are fre-
quently leading more and more 
of us down dangerous paths. 

We live in an era where the 
President of the United States 
has called the media an “enemy 
of the people,” knowing those 

“Unpatriotic” and “enemy 
of the people” is how president 
Donald Trump characterizes the 
press. It’s a blatant attempt to 
discredit a pillar of American 
democracy, and another salvo 
in his assault on the U.S. 
Constitution – whether out of 
ignorance or malice remains 
unclear. Even Fox News is 
getting uncomfortable.

Freedom of the press is guar-
anteed in the First Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. Why that 
is was clearly stated by George 
Mason in 1776 in the state of 
Virginia’s Bill of Rights, con-
sidered to be the chief source for 
the national constitution’s Bill 
of Rights. Mason wrote: “The 
freedom of the press is one of 
the great bulwarks of liberty, 
and can never be restrained but 
by despotic governments.” Well, 
Mr. Trump, if the shoe fits….

The press is always the first 
target of would-be autocrats, and 
Trump is a fervent apologist for 
Vladimir Putin, a murderer of 
journalists, and a kleptocrat that 
Trump supports to the verge of 
treason. Fake news? More like a 
fake presidency.

Peter M. Leschak
Side Lake

Dear Secretary Ross,
Thank you for visiting with 

my husband Paul and me at The 
White House last week.  We are 
deeply honored that our outdoor 
apparel manufacturing company, 
Wintergreen Northern Wear of 
Ely, Minnesota, was selected by 
The White House to represent 
our state at the 2018 “Made in 
America Product Showcase.”

 Enclosed please find a copy 
of last week’s Ely Timberjay that 
highlights our visit with a photo 
of you and I at our Wintergreen 
display in the White House.  

At our White House booth, 
we are pleased to have shared 
with the Congresspeople, White 
House staff and others who 
visited with us the data you 
released last February from the 
federal Bureau of Economic 

Analysis which documents what 
a powerful economic engine the 
outdoor industry has become.

As you said upon releasing 
your report, “The public will 
no doubt be surprised at the 
economic importance of this 
industry.”  Indeed, your report 
notes that the outdoor industry 
which includes recreation, gear 
and clothing contributes nearly 
$373 billion annually to the 
national economy.

That figure is two percent 
of the U.S. Gross Domestic 
Product. This puts the outdoor 
industry ahead of farming, for-
estry and fishing (one percent), 
and mining, oil and gas extraction 
(1.4 percent).  Our industry 
provides 7.6 million jobs, ahead 
of construction (7.6 million) 
and computer technology (6.7 
million).  Not only does our 
outdoor industry contribute 
much more to the national 
economy than either agriculture 
or extractive industries, your 
report notes that it is also growing 
much faster than the overall 
economy. That’s great news for 
the 140,000 of us in Minnesota 
with jobs in our state’s $16.7 
billion outdoor industry.

 Our outdoor industry 
depends upon America’s public 
lands and we’re pleased that your 
cabinet colleague Secretary of 
the Interior Ryan Zinke is now 
promising a more enlightened 
approach towards protection of 
this precious national resource.  
Thank you for supporting him 
in the pivot he announced last 
month towards conservation.  We 
are heartened by his new com-
mitment to increasing America’s 
wildlife populations, conserving 
wildlife corridors and expanding 
outdoor recreation opportunity.

It’s often said that America’s 
National Parks are our nation’s 
best idea.  That sentiment can be 
extended to all our public lands 
including Minnesota’s beloved 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness, the most heavi-
ly-visited wilderness in our 
country. Public lands and the 
recreational opportunities they 
provide are not only great for our 
national health and well-being, 
but they support a huge outdoor 
industry—which as your recent 
report reveals for the first time 
ever—is critical to American 

jobs and our economy.
Susan Hendrickson-Schurke
Founder/Owner
Wintergreen  Northern Wear
Ely

 

Attorney General Lori 
Swanson has a distinguished 
record that is recognized nation-
ally. Lori wants to bring that lead-
ership to the Governor’s office. 

The neatest thing about her 
is her family ties to northeastern 
Minnesota.  Lori’s mother grad-
uated from Orr High School. She 
has an uncle and cousins still 
living in our area.

 Because of her family ties 
to our area, she understands our 
needs.  She will be a leader for 
health care and education.  Lori 
also understands our heritage for 
mining, logging, and tourism.

 We have known Lori for 
many years.  Please join us in 
the Aug. 14 primary election to 
help Lori Swanson become our 
41st Governor.

Former Sen. Doug 
and Denesse Johnson
Lake Vermilion
Tower

Someone recently said, “If 
we don’t allow copper/nickel 
mining here, where do you think 
the raw materials will come from 
for your computer, iPad or smart 
watch?” 

Answer: this has nothing to 
do with fulfilling any need for 
raw materials, of which there are 
plenty elsewhere. This is solely 
about Antofagasta (Twin Metals) 
and PolyMet making the absolute 
maximum profit possible, even 
if that means contaminating 
our groundwater for centuries 
to come. And if, in order to get 
their mining permit, they must 
falsely commit to “maximum 
contaminant levels” which they 
KNOW cannot and will not be 
sustained for the long term, they 
will make that false promise in 
a heartbeat. 

This is how it has always 
worked - without exception.

Duane Behrens
Ely

Editorial

“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW...
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM 
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;”

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution
e-mail: editor@timberjay.com
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Letters from Readers

Time for Nolan to retire
In the #MeToo era, the risks of appearing to 

condone sexual harassment are too high

Mining is about 
maximum profit

See  MEDIA...pg. 5

Lori Swanson has ties 
to the North Country

Fake news? More like 
a wannabe dictator

Are you voting the same way you drive?

In the #MeToo era, the 
political risks surrounding 
sexual harassment, or the 
condoning of sexual harass-
ment, have increased sig-
nificantly. And that’s why 
the DFL cannot afford to 
have Rick Nolan sitting near 
the top of its ticket this fall. 

The DFL, under the 
leadership of Party Chair 
Ken Martin, has made it 
clear that zero tolerance is 
the new normal for party 
staff, volunteers, candi-
dates, and elected officials. 
That’s laudable because it’s 
the right thing to do. 

It also provides a pow-
erful political counter-
weight to a Republican 
Party that is severely ham-
strung on this issue by 
the looming presence of 
Donald Trump. Polls show 
that fewer than a third of 
American women currently 
support the President, and 
his treatment of women is 
almost certainly a major 
factor in the record-setting 
gender gap when it comes 
to Mr. Trump. While DFL 
candidates will have a 
plethora of strong issues to 
run on this fall, the party’s 
position on sexual harass-
ment and discrimination in 
the workplace is one more 
important issue that will 
likely play well with women 
voters. 

Rick Nolan’s presence 
in the race would strike 
a discordant tone to that 
message, which is why he 
should step down from his 
current candidacy as Lt. 
Governor under guber-
natorial candidate Lori 
Swanson.

Nolan, in short, appears 
to be out-of-step with the 
party when it comes to zero 
tolerance. As we report this 
week, it appears Nolan was 
openly dismissive when a 
young gay man working in 
the DFL field office in Mt. 
Iron during the 2016 cam-
paign approached him at a 
campaign event to ask for 
help in addressing ongoing 
harassment by two other 
staff members in the office. 

While Nolan’s cam-
paign issued a statement 
categorically denying that 
he ever spoke to the young 
man, we spoke to him and 
two additional eyewitnesses 
to the conversation, who all 
related a similar version of 
the discussion and Nolan’s 
response. We also obtained 
a photograph from that 
Oct. 13 campaign event, 
showing Nolan, the young 
man, and the two eyewit-
nesses present at the event. 

Faced with such evi-

dence, we question whether 
Congressman Nolan’s 
denial is credible.

Our report comes on 
the heels of reporting by 
Minnpost, which docu-
mented that Nolan allowed 
an alleged serial harasser 
to work on his staff for 
years and when they finally 
took action in 2015, they 
reportedly allowed him to 
retire rather than firing him. 
They reportedly even threw 
him an office party and 
later recommended him for 
work on Nolan’s re-election 
campaign. 

For a DFL party that is 
looking to set an example 
on sexual harassment, bias, 
and discrimination in the 
workplace, the possible 
presence of Nolan near the 
top of the ticket should be 
cause for real angst. While 
Nolan has spoken out in 
his own defense in recent 
days, the rule of politics is 
if you’re having to explain 
yourself, you’re already 
losing the debate.

Whether any one of us 
believes or disbelieves the 
Congressman isn’t really 
the point. It is an issue 
that Republicans would 
undoubtedly exploit in the 
fall election should Nolan 
and Swanson emerge as 
the nominees in the Aug. 
14 primary. The prospect 
of Trump’s GOP attacking 
a Democratic ticket for con-
doning sexual harassment 
may seem astonishing, but 
Nolan’s presence on that 
ticket would make it an 
almost certain line of attack.

Indeed,  the  s ta te 
Republican Party has 
already done so in the 
wake of the Minnpost story, 
arguing in an official state-
ment that “Nolan’s failure 
to deal with sexual harass-
ment on his staff proves 
that he does not represent 
the morals of Minnesotans 
and should not be running 
for public office.”

Such a message is likely 
to resonate with more than 
a few Minnesotans. 

Nolan has had his time 
in politics, and he has a 
record of which, in most 
cases, he can be proud. 
But times change and his 
apparent attitudes regarding 
what constitutes a safe and 
appropriate workplace, we 
believe are no longer in 
sync with the views of most 
Minnesotans, and certainly 
not with the views and goals 
of the Minnesota DFL. For 
the good of his party, it’s 
time for Nolan to exit the 
political stage. 

An open letter to 
Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross

MARCUS

WHITE
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Marshall Helmberger and 
the Timberjay writers and staff 
deserve the Columbia Journalism 
Review’s recognition. I read four 
newspapers regularly - the New 
York Times, Washington Post, 
Des Moines Register, and the 
Timberjay. I enjoy the Timberjay 
as much and often more than all 
of them. It is one of the finest. 

I’ve often wondered how 
Marshall manages time and 
talent for great reporting on 
stories of interest to everyone 
in the north woods: in-depth 
reporting on stories such as the 
local mining issues, thoughtful 
and thorough editorials, and of 
course the Outdoor column that 
regularly educates me about 
these woods and its wildlife. 

A friend, the editor of 
the Storm Lake, Iowa paper, 
recently won a Pulitzer Prize. 
I’ve often thought the Timberjay 
deserves that honor as well. 
Congratulations and thank you 
for the work you do.

Richard Vohs
Black Duck Island
Lake Vermilion

I applaud Daniel Manick’s 
letter in the July 6 issue of the 
Timberjay calling for more 

funding and attention to mental 
health in our schools.  It is 
important, however, to make a 
distinction between the behavior 
of those with serious mental 
health issues such as schizo-
phrenia, bipolar disorder, and 
clinical depression and those 
with emotional disorders such as 
anger, desires for revenge, and 
other out of control emotional  
behaviors that seem to be the 
most frequent causes of school 
shootings.  Persons dealing with 
the serious mental health issues 
mentioned above need treatment 
not to prevent violence so much 
as to help them cope with the 
impact on their lives and health 
of those brain disorders.  Those 
individuals are far more likely 
to be the victims of violence 
than the perpetrators of it, and 
when they are violent, are most 
likely to be violent to themselves 
in destructive acts including 
suicide.  So let us be sure to not 
stigmatize those suffering from 
serious mental illness as we seek 
to find solutions to the problem 
of school shootings.

Charles Marsden
Ely

I am thrilled that Paul 
McDonald is running for St 
Louis County Commissioner. 
I have known Paul for over 20 
years and work with him closely 

as a colleague at Vermilion 
Community College. For 24 
years, Paul has been on the 
Minnesota State College Faculty 
Union Government Relations 
Committee lobbying for our 
union. He has been a skilled and 
knowledgeable representative 
due to his desire to go to the table 
fully educated about the issues, 
as well as his local, regional, and 
state wide connections, which 
have been a tremendous asset. 

As with most groups, our 
VCC faculty have diverse 
opinions and priorities. Paul is 
a calm and thoughtful listener 
who considers the opinions and 
thoughts of others with no hidden 
agenda of his own. Our faculty 
know him to be a clear-thinker, 
straight forward, and someone 
who builds long and steadfast 
relationships, as well as team 
collaboration.

I could list all of the things 
Paul is passionate and knowl-
edgeable about (strengthening 
families, communities, econom-
ic opportunities, etc.) However, 
the bottom line is that I want 
someone who truly represents 
our interests here in northern 
Minnesota. I want someone who 
understands and appreciates the 
issues, needs,  and uniqueness of 
rural St. Louis County, and then 
works hard to gain what we need 
for our region. I truly believe that 
person is Paul McDonald. 

Please vote on Aug. 14, or 
cast your vote early at your city 
or county office.  

Cindy Bina
Ely

“Equal Justice Under Law,” 
is the promise that greets vis-
itors at the Supreme Court.  
The practice is equal justice 
for some, not all!  Dred Scott 
(1857), ruled that persons of 
African descent cannot be cit-
izens.  Racial discrimination 
(1883) and state segregation 
laws (1896) were upheld by 
the High Court.  Korematsu v. 
U.S. (1944) upheld internment 
of Japanese Americans during 
WWII.  Bush v. Gore (2000) took 
the vote away from the people 
and gave it to the Court to select 
the President.  

Corporation as person, 
money is speech, and eminent 
domain, turned on its head, tilts 
the scales of justice heavily 
in favor of wealth against the 
common people.  Generally, 
liberals consider people’s inter-
ests and the commonwealth, but 
conservatives “legislate from 
the bench” in favor of corporate 
power and interests of wealth.  
Limiting lawsuits against busi-
nesses and expanding property 
rights is a win for corporations, 
but a loss for ordinary people.  

Economic engineering by 
the Court protects plutocratic 
interests, while  social justice 
protects individual rights in the 
interests of democracy.   Court 
rulings also serve to divide 
people.  Recent Supreme Court 

decisions attack Muslims, voting 
rights, union bargaining rights 
and environmental protection 
laws.  Religious freedom of 
corporations now allows dis-
crimination against women and 
LGBT’s.  

Judicial restraint, what the 
law says, history and precedent, 
originalism and textualism give 
pseudo-intellectual cover to 
power of the big money social 
system.  Claims that the court 
interprets the Constitution, 
as it was written, are bogus 
or intentionally misleading.  
Corporations are not mentioned 
in the Constitution, nor in the 
Bill of Rights.  

Court members are called 
justices, but few live up to that 
reputation.  “We the people  
...form a more perfect union 
...establish justice ...to promote 
the general welfare,” is ignored 
by the High Court?  Political 
and economic inequality makes 
mockery of “liberty and justice 
for all.”  

Harold Honkola
Tower

Congratulations 
and thanks for the 
work you do

Kudos to Dan 
Manick for backing 
mental health funds

I truly believe Paul 
McDonald is our 
best choice

Equal Justice a 
worthy goal, but one 
that’s rarely achieved

caved in that have brand 
new aprons,” he said. “At 
the old Vermilion Co-op, 
which hasn’t operated 
since the 1970s and is 
caving in as well, we paid 
to install not one, but two 
brand new aprons there,” 
Rukavina said. “I counted 
at least five or six new 

aprons that go absolutely 
nowhere. One of them 
was no more than 100 
feet west of a new quar-
ter-million-dollar home 
that didn’t get one. To me, 
it’s the most asinine thing 
I’ve seen at the county 
yet,” he said.

Rukavina called it a 

systemic problem, where 
the elected commission-
ers have remarkably little 
say over the way county 
staff operates. “We’re 
just bobbleheads,’ he said. 
“Whenever the adminis-
tration recommends some-
thing, we just nod our 
heads.”

Rukavina said he’s 
talked to other commis-
sioners and hopes to be 
able to tell public works 
to exercise more common 
sense on resurfacing proj-
ects in the future. But he 

said he expects he’ll face 
pushback even on an issue 
as seemingly sensible as 
this one. “I’m sure the 
vast majority of county 
residents would agree with 
me on this one,” he said. 

For Schmidt, the issue 
hits pretty close to home. 
“It doesn’t make sense that 
we can’t have an apron, 
too,” she said.

who listen will not use their 
critical thinking to be able 
to see through statement, 
or what it actually means.

In 2004, the Chronicle 
of Higher Education pub-
lished a study that found 
on average only 10 percent 
of Americans trusted the 
media, down nearly 60 
percent from four decades 
earlier.

Since then, talking 
heads have become more 
and more prevalent on 
both sides of the political 
spectrum, but in an age 
where, as M.I.T. psychol-
ogist Sherry Turkle writes, 
we have become obsessed 
with the instant gratifica-

tion that social media and 
smartphone apps provide, 
the rise in distrust and 
polarization has also been 
met with a decline in the 
ability to think critically 
for ourselves. We now 
live in a society of “alter-
native facts” and “fake 
news” capitalizing on our 
inability to competently 
process the vast flood of 
“information” seemingly 
at our fingertips.

Much like the drivers 
along Hwy. 169 who saw 
a clear road in front of 
them and still turned off 
down a muddy road only 
to get stuck, the average 
political news consumer, 

especially those tied to a 
specific party or ideolog-
ical stance, can too easily 
be led into the weeds. Like 
the man who turned up 
at a family pizza restau-
rant near Washington, 
D.C., with a gun last year 
after social media posts 
convinced him there was 
a child sex ring being 
run from the building’s 
non-existent basement. 
Or the theory that the 
Sandy Hook or Stoneman 
Douglas shootings were 
staged events, rather than 
horrific tragedies.

So how do we find our 
way back to the main road? 
Just like tow trucks have 

helped bring all those tech-
nology-dependent drivers 
back to Hwy. 169 in recent 
weeks, credible and estab-
lished news sources are our 
best means of getting back 
to pavement.

While the so-called 
mainstream media cer-
tainly has its problems, 
news organizations that 
hire professional journal-
ists and that maintain a 
focus on factual report-
ing remain our best bet 
for information. Every 
news organization and the 
people within it have their 
biases and blind spots. 
They all make mistakes. 
The sign of a credible news 

source is the willingness to 
acknowledge and correct 
mistakes, and the willing-
ness to strive to do better 
the next time. Professional 
news organizations strive 
to do their best, and they 
hold themselves account-
able, just as they do our 
politicians.

What will it take for 
people to put their eyes 
back on the road? That’s 
the question as we head 
into the fall elections.  
For some it often comes 
too late, and we end up 
reading about their last 
text, or the last thing they 
saw on their phones before 
a fatal crash. People need 

to realize the same is true 
of their politics.

This isn’t fear mon-
gering or a conspiracy 
theory. The more we 
become ignorant to what 
literally lies around us, 
the more we’ll forget it’s 
there, even in plain sight. 
And as one issue comes 
and goes, and information 
and misinformation flood 
the news, one has to ask 
themselves before the Aug. 
14 primary, are you voting 
the same way you drive? 

 

  

working directly on the 
fire.”

There are no travel 
routes through Blizzard 
Lake and the lake is too 
small for float plane land-
ings so firefighter access 
to this fire was challeng-
ing, he said. “A firefight-
ing crew was inserted 
by helicopter near the 
fire. They improved a 
helicopter landing area 
and began suppression 
actions. Firefighter and 
public safety are the most 
important priorities in all 
wildfire response and due 
to the remote setting of 
this fire the suppression 

efforts will be undertaken 
deliberately and with life 
safety in mind.” 

By Saturday, fire 
activity was minimal with 
some smoldering and a 
few smokes on the interi-
or. Crew continued to put 
water on hot spots and 

secured the fire line. The 
fire size remained at one 
to two acres with a crew 
of six firefighters assigned.

“ N o r t h e a s t e r n 
Minnesota continues to 
move toward a drying trend 
and Forest Service fire 
staffing levels have been 

We want 
your letters!

T h e  T i m b e r j a y 
encourages letters to the 
editor. You can submit 
letters by mail at PO Box 
636, Tower, MN 55790, 
or email letters to mar-
shall@timberjay. com. 

Editor,
 I truly believe that I have what it takes to be your next District 4 
County Commissioner. I am currently an ISD 2142 School Board Member for 
a school district that may be larger in size than the whole 4th District, approxi-
mately 4,000 square miles. I know what it is like to sit at a board table and rep-
resent not only the area I was elected to, but also represent the School District as 
a whole. We approve budgets, adopt policies, manage personnel and many other 
issues a county board would deal with. I have experience negotiating contracts 
from both sides of the table, fighting for my co-workers’ rights as well as being 
fair to the employees of ISD 2142. Currently as an ISD 2142 School Board 
Member I am already representing many of our District 4 communities. Prior to 
the school board I sat on the Cook City Council for 8 years. Between my time 
on the City Council and the School Board I have the experience that a County 
Commissioner needs and I am ready to take that experience on to the next level. 
I have the drive and dedication to be a successful County Commissioner. I have 
dedicated myself for the past 31 years to serving the public as a highway main-
tenance employee. I work at a one-man maintenance shop and working alone 
requires dedication that isn’t expected of you in a workplace where someone 
else can pick up the slack if you aren’t available. I have also dedicated myself 
to enriching the lives of the youth in our community through my 28 years of 
coaching baseball/softball. Many of those seasons I was coaching high school 
in the spring and youth baseball in the summer back to back or even this year, 
coaching high school softball in the spring and Cook’s first VFW Junior Legion 
team this summer. I plan to carry this kind of dedication on with me if elected 
your next County Commissioner. Through my time on the School Board I have 
shown that I have the integrity that it takes to be an elected official. I am not 
afraid to do some research and ask questions. Sometimes it is necessary to vote 
against something that has been recommended by the administration or other 
Board members and I have the integrity to do the research and vote for what’s 
best for the District. Being a successful County Commissioner requires a high 
level of passion, whether it’s out working on the roads, coaching our youth, 
or sitting on the School Board, I have the passion and drive that it takes to do 
well and succeed. I would be honored to receive your vote for District 4 County 
Commissioner on Tuesday August 14. 
    
Daniel Manick

A Letter to Voters from Daniel Manick

Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf.

Attention Veterans!
Received disability severance payments after 
1-17-91? Included is as income? You may be

eligible for a credit or refund. Call us.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select the 
“Hot Topics” link, or call

Summer History Nights Programs

Ely-Winton 
Historical Society

The History Night series is held in Vermilion 
Community College Classroom 104. The final program 

is on Wednesday, August 8 at 7 p.m. While FREE of 
charge, donations are always gratefully accepted. 

Kathleen Cargill from the St. Louis County 
Historical Society will speak on researching our family trees. 

Ritchie
Automatic

Livestock Waterers
and Parts



VBS at Gloria Dei, 
Aug. 6 - 8

PIKE TWP- Glo-
ria Dei Lutheran Church 
on Hwy. 169 invites all 
ages to our family Vaca-
tion Bible School, 5:30 
– 7:30 p.m. Monday 
though Wednesday, Aug. 
6-8. Creation will be the 
theme. The setting will 
be outdoors, with a Bi-
ble lesson, a light supper 
of Bible food, crafts and 
yard games, ending with 
campfire singing. All 
children must be accom-

panied by a parent or re-
sponsible adult. 

Second-Hand Rose 
Does Hollywood, 
style show and 
luncheon, Aug. 18

COOK- The Cook 
Area Health Care Aux-
iliary once again invites 
the area community to 
the Cook Thrift Shop 
Style Show and Lun-
cheon presenting “Sec-
ond-Hand Rose Does 
Hollywood” on Saturday, 

Aug. 18 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Cook Community 
Center, Doug Johnson 
Field.  Tickets are being 
sold at the Thrift Shop, 
320 Third Ave. SE, open 
every Thursday, Fri-
day and second and fourth 
Saturday of each month, 
or call Mary at 218-410-
3125 to reserve tickets, 
which can be picked up at 
the door.  

 Every other year, 
for approximately 40 
years, the Health Care 
Auxiliary has host-
ed a show of music, 
comedy, prizes, daz-
zling models in thrift 
store selections, and a 
special appearance of a 
show-stopper lady named 
Second-Hand Rose. An 
early thrift shop history 
conveyed how two shop 
workers, Jill Duame and 
Lois Larson created the 
first show which has con-
tinued with numerous 
people helping stage the 
many productions. Each 
style show has a program 
that is sure to please, 
such as singing nuns, 
Greek dancers, English 
royals, root’n toot’n gun 

slingers and for sure, al-
ways surprises galore. 

The Cook Area 
Health Care Auxiliary 
began in 1954 with the 
purpose of promoting and 
advancing the welfare 
of the Cook Area Hospi-
tal and Nursing Home, 
now the Cook Care Cen-
ter, through fundraising. 
Since 1965 when the first 
building was purchased 
for a thrift shop, all funds 
raised have gone to sup-
port the needs and re-
quests of the Hospital 
and Care Center.  For at 
least the past five years, 
the Auxiliary has donat-
ed over $50,000 per year 
from thrift shop sales.   

Morning Yoga 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 
Tower Civic 
Center

TOWER- Morning 
Yoga in Tower continues 
into August at the Tower 
Civic Center from 8:30 
- 9:45 a.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The one 
exception is Primary 

Election day, Aug. 14; 
there will be no class that 
day.

Classes will be held 
Aug. 2, 7, 9, 16, 21, 23, 
28, and 30. Pre-paid 
monthly rate is $45. 
Drop-in rate is $12.

The class is de-
signed for both beginner 
and experienced partic-
ipants. Build strength 
and flexibility, calm your 
mind and start your day 
with gentle stretching. 
Call or text Nancy Larson 
with questions at 218-
750-7514.

 
Restorative Yoga 
in Greenwood 
Township

G R E E N W O O D 
TWP- A special Restor-
ative Yoga class will 
be held at the Green-
wood Township hall on 
Wednesdays, Aug. 1, 
8, 15, 22, and 29 at 11 
a.m. You must pre-reg-
ister to attend class each 
week.  Please call or text 
Nancy Larson at 218-
750-7514.

The restorative 

yoga class is limited to 
eight participants. Class 
is from 11 a.m. - 12 
noon.  Class fee is $12 for 
each session.

Restorative Yoga 
is simply that - restor-
ative. It is the centering 
of our breath and body, 
aligning the physical 
and mental by practic-
ing stillness or gentle 
movement of a few poses 
for extended periods of 
time. The props assist in 
helping you to hold pos-
es longer. We hold cer-
tain poses and postures 
for minutes while fully 
supported with a bolster, 
lots of blankets, blocks, 
eye pillow, and strap.  If 
you have an injury, are 
healing from an illness 
or surgery, stressed, suf-
fering from low energy, 
burnout, or grief, or just 
need an adult nap, then 
you need to check it out.

Restorative yoga is 
very nurturing as it allows 
us to totally relax into our 
body, release tension and 
pain, and calm our mind 
by focusing on our breath 
in stillness.  
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Community Notices

TOWER-SOUDAN LOCAL NEWS

LAKE VERMILION CULTURAL CENTER

TOWER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

We Still Need 
Your Support!

Thank you to all who have sent in donations 
to help maintain our beautiful cemetery.

Checks are to be made out to:
Tower Cemetery Association

PO Box 874, Tower, MN 55790

Published in the Timberjay, July 20 & Aug. 3, 2018

Take-Out 666-0500

CookVFW
Open Daily at Noon

CLOSED on TUESDAYS

Happy Hour 
Daily 4-6 p.m.

All Beer & Drinks
Bar Menu & Pizza

Available

Event Rentals 
Welcome

218-780-6709

Pull-Tabs Sold Daily
Lic. 00390

Sunday FREE Pool

Thursday Bingo
Early Bird 6 p.m.
Progressive Prizes

Friday 4:30-7 p.m.
Hamburger Special

1-20 Cook VFW_9-12 Cook VFW  1/18/17      

Painting with a breath of fresh air
TOWER- With a group of 

amateur and not-so-amateur 
painters gathered round, artist 
Marie Miller was using a pal-
ette knife and brushes as she 
patiently scanned the horizon, 
chose colors from her paint-
er’s palette, and then quickly 
added more strokes to her can-
vas featuring the view right in 
front of her, demonstrating a 
century-old painting technique 
called plein air.

Plein air is the act of paint-
ing in the outdoors, a technique 
made famous by the French Im-
pressionists in the mid-1800s. 

Miller did two afternoon 
demonstrations. While she 
painted (a different scene each 
day), she explained her tech-
niques, how to use choose col-
ors, and how to work when the 
light shifted from bright sun to 
clouded shade.

Miller explained the joys 
of painting in the outdoors, but 
noted that these paintings were 
never perfect.

“Be glad for small victo-
ries,” she said, “that perfect 
stroke.”

Miller demonstrated the 
importance of stepping back 
from the canvas every few 
minutes, to survey both the 
painting and the scene one was 
painting.

“The more you paint, the 
better you will get,” she said.

Miller, who is from Ten-
nessee, was in the area visiting 
friends who have a small island 
near Isle of Pines.

The demonstration was 
part of a three-day outdoor art 
show benefit for the Lake Ver-
milion Cultural Center. It was 
held on an old homestead, lo-
cated just south of the Y Store.

The event included an 
evening gala, a preview of 
the show with appetizers and 
drinks. Fundraiser organizer 
Julie Baxley said that every 
single one of the local artists 
participating in the show sold 
at least one piece during the 
preview event.
Right: Marie Miller demon-
strates some techniques. 
photo by J. Summit

Bottom right: From left: 
Artists in the show includ-
ed Jeanni Burgwald, Pam 
Myre, Marie Miller, Kathy 
Tellepsen, and Julie 
Baxley. Not pictured is 
Mary Carol Thelen. 
submitted photo



GREENWOOD TWP- The 
Greenwood Town Board held a 
special board meeting, Tuesday, to 
clarify and confirm the list of elec-
tion judges for the upcoming elec-
tion judges for the Tuesday, Aug. 
14 Primary Election. Such lists are 
supposed to be approved and final-
ized 25 days prior to any election.

Chairman Ralston noted that 
after reviewing the recording of 
the regular meeting on July 10, it 

was not clear the board had ap-
proved the list of judges. The is-
sue of the list of judges had roused 
some controversy at the regular 
July meeting after one long-time 
election judge, Ruth DeLuca, 
questioned why she had been 
moved to alternate. Clerk Sue Dro-
bac told the board she had opted to 
place a new election judge in her 
place, to give that newly-trained 
judge actual election experience. 
At the July 10 meeting, the board 
passed a motion to have Drobac 
place DeLuca back onto the list, 

and then move one of the other 
judges into the alternate slot.

At the July 24 special meet-
ing, the board approved each 
judge individually: Mary Richard, 
Kathy Vogh, Kathy Lovgren (head 
judge for afternoon), Beverly Pe-
terson, Carol Maus (head judge for 
morning), Joan Mueller, and Ruth 
DeLuca. Alternates approved in-
clude Sue Drobac and Julie Stoehr.
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Week of  Aug. 6

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Aug. 21.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Aug. 23 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Aug. 8, 29; Sept. 19

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

HOME TOUR FUNDRAISER

Estate planning class on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8

TOWER- A local attorney, 
Kelly Klun, from the Klun Law 
Office in Ely, will lead you through 
key factors to drafting and person-
alizing wills and trusts, preparing 
probate documents, creating doc-
uments for long term health care, 
drafting a durable power of attor-
ney, and preparing health care di-
rectives.  The class is Wednesday, 
Aug. 8 in the Tower Depot Coach 
Car at 4 p.m.  You must pre-reg-
ister so we can plan according-
ly for class space and materials.  
Please call or text Leone Graf to 
pre-register at 218-343-3744.  If 
no answer, please leave a message, 
with the spelling of your name and 
the class you are interested in.  We 
will gladly relocate if you need 
handicap accessibility, just let Le-
one know.

Passing the Family 
Cabin On to the Next 
Generation on Aug. 15  

TOWER- If your goal is to 
pass on the family cabin to the 
next generation, planning ahead 
is crucial.  Together with a local 
attorney, Kelly Klun, from the 
Klun Law Office in Ely, you can 
determine how the cabin will best 
fit into the family’s future.  A cab-
in trust is just one estate planning 
tool that can be utilized to help 
maintain and pass on the fami-
ly hideaway.  Learn the process 
of taking the next step of devel-
oping an estate plan that protects 
both your family and your private 

hideaway on Wednesday, Aug. 15 
in the Tower Depot Coach Car at 
4 p.m.  

You must pre-register so we 
can plan accordingly for class 
space and materials.  Please call 
or text Leone Graf to pre-register 
at 218-343-3744.  If no answer, 
please leave a message, with the 
spelling of your name and the 
class you are interested in.  We 
will gladly relocate if you need 
handicap accessibility, just let Le-
one know.

Defensive Driving Four-
Hour Refresher Course  
on Sept. 26 

SOUDAN- Defensive Driving 
– Four-Hour Refresher Course will 
be Wednesday, Sept. 26 at the Sou-
dan Fire Hall from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
The four-hour refresher course is 
offered for drivers 55 years of age 
and older who have previously 
completed an eight-hour beginner 
course and who need to re-certify 
to continue receiving a discount on 
their car insurance.  A certificate of 
completion will be given to partic-
ipants to continue the 10 percent 
car insurance discount.  Check 
your certificate or check with your 
car insurance agent to learn when 
you need to recertify.  Dana Wal-
dron is the instructor for the class 
offered under AARP.  Class fee is 
$15 for AARP members and $20 
for non-members.  Payment is 
payable to the instructor on the day 
of class.  You must pre-register so 
we can plan accordingly for class 
space and materials.  Please call 
or text Leone Graf to pre-register 

at 218-343-3744.  If no answer, 
please leave a message with your 
name and spelling, phone number, 
and the class you are interested in.

Defensive Driving Eight-
Hour Beginner Class on 
Sept. 21-22

SOUDAN- Drivers age 55 and 
older can save money on car insur-
ance premiums and become a bet-
ter driver.  Minnesota law requires 
insurance companies to offer you 
up to a 10-percent reduction for 
three years upon course comple-
tion.  Check with your insurance 
agent for details.  The course is two 
four-hour sessions of classroom 
which includes a video, workbook 
and class discussion.  There are no 
driving or test requirements.  You 
must attend both four-hour ses-
sions to receive credit and the cer-
tificate of completion required by 
your insurance company.

The class is on Friday, Sept. 
21 from 5 - 9 p.m. and Saturday, 
Sept. 22 from 8 a.m. – noon.   Dana 
Waldron is the instructor for the 
class offered under AARP.  Class 
fee is $15 for AARP members and 
$20 for non-members.  Payment is 
payable to the instructor on the day 
of class.  You must pre-register so 
we can plan accordingly for class 
space and materials.  Please call 
or text Leone Graf to pre-register 
at 218-343-3744.  If no answer, 
please leave a message with your 
name and spelling, phone number, 
and the class you are interested in.

Smoke and Suds 
Aug. 3 at 
St. Martin’s

TOWER- To our pa-
rishioners, community 
members, and summer 
visitors, are you ready 
for an evening of good 
food, laughs, and a good 
time? St. Martin’s is once 
again hosting Smoke and 
Suds on Friday, Aug. 3. 
Festivities will get un-
derway at 6 p.m. in the 
social hall. There will be 
great food including bar-
becued ribs with all the 
fixin’s by featured chef 
Nick Tekautz, a camp-
fire with regular s’mo-
res and s’mores made 
with peanut butter cups, 
live music, meat raffles 
and yard games. Adult 
beverages will be avail-
able for purchase. Music 
will be provided by The 
Beefeater Brothers.

Cost for the dinner 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
children ages 5 to 12, 
and children under five 
attend free. Tickets will 
be on sale before and 
after Mass at the recto-
ry and at Jeanne’s Card 
Shop. Tickets will be 
available at the door, but 
we prefer pre-sales to 
ensure there is enough 
food.

For questions, call 
the rectory at 218-753-
4310.  We hope that you 
will join us.

St. James 
Presbyterian 
church picnic

TOWER- The 
Church Picnic is on Sun-
day, Aug. 19 at Green-
wood Town Hall Park 
after services, about 
11:30 a.m. It’s also Holy 
Humor Sunday, and In-
vite a Friend to Church 
Sunday.

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot

Robin Majerle
Independent Sales Consultant
“Norwex your life!”

improving quality of life

www.RobinMajerle.norwex.biz
rockinrobin54@frontier.com

201 N 3rd Street
PO Box 626
Tower, MN 55790

218-780-1739

TOWER- A home tour featur-
ing four area homes takes place 
on Saturday, Aug. 4 from noon to 
4 p.m. Tickets may be purchased 
at Sulu’s, Nordic Home North, St. 
James Presbyterian Church and 
at the homes on the tour. Coffee 
an’ will be served at St. James 
Church that day from 11:30 a.m. 
and throughout the afternoon. 

Tickets and maps are $15 per 
person, with proceeds going to 

purchase school supplies for Tow-
er-Soudan students as well as to 
purchase flowers to beautify Tow-
er. The tour is sponsored by the 
Tower Soudan Civic Club and St. 
James Presbyterian Church.

Pictured above are David and 
Janny King Munzberg of Austra-
lia. They have spent several days 
this week labeling and displaying 
over 125 antique tools collected 
and used by the late Alex Bati-

nich of Birch Point, Lake Ver-
milion. The antique tool museum 
is at the Batinich home which 
is on the tour. David Munzberg, 
an authority on wood and wood 
working, is a friend and admirer 
of the late Alex Batinich and was 
delighted to identify, label and 
display the tools, many of which 
are unique to the North Woods. 

Lake 
Vermilion 
area 
Home 
Tour on 
Saturday, 
Aug. 4

GREENWOOD TOWNSHIP

Greenwood approves election judges

Community Education classes



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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THE SOUND OF MUSIC

MORE MUSIC

Tuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Aug. 7 - Martha 
P h i l l i p s / A u t h o r  
“Border Country - The 
Northwoods Canoe 
Journals of Howard 
Greene, 1906 - 1916”

Sports meeting 
set for Aug. 6

ELY - Ely Memorial 
High School will hold its 
annual fall sports regis-
tration meeting on 
Monday, Aug. 6 at 6 
p.m. in the high school 
gymnasium.

Students in grades 
7-12 may sign up at this 
time for dance team, 
football, volleyball, boys 
and girls cross country 
and girls swimming.

Parents are strong-
ly urged to at tend 
this meeting to get infor-
mation about practices, 
schedules and necessary 
paperwork. Contact your 
respective coach for more 
information, or contact 
high school athletic direc-
tor Tom Coombe at 218-
235-1025.

ELY - The District 
Superintendent of the 
North Star District of the 
United Methodist Church, 
Minnesota Conference, 
has announced that Bishop 
Bruce Ough has appointed 
the Rev. Craig Haberman 
as pastor of the Ely United 
Methodist Church with 
confirmation from the 
church’s Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee 
acting on behalf of the 
congregation.

Haberman began his 
pastoral service with his 
first sermon at the Ely 
United Methodist Church 
on Sunday, July 29.  

Haberman was born in 
1956 in Morristown, N.J., 
while his father, a United 
Methodist minister, was 
completing his seminary 

education.  They moved 
to Minnesota when he was 
two years old.  

He attended high 
school at Park of Cottage 
Grove,  received his 
Bachelor of Science in 
Physics and Mathematics, 
as well as a coaching cer-
tificate, from Bemidji State 
University in 1978, and his 
Master of Divinity from 
the United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
in 1984.   

His first appointment, 
after his student pastor 
work, was to Verndale 
UMC where he worked 
for eight years.  He then 
spent the next eight years 
working with Mobile 
Ministry at Kabetogama 
UMC and Crane Lake 
Chapel and then moved 

on to Grace UMC at 
Moorhead for nine years.   

His last two appoint-
ments were to Tracy UMC 
followed by Alexandria 
UMC.  

He is single with two 
married sons, Kirk and 
Christopher, who live in 
Pennsylvania and South 
Dakota, respectively.  He 
also has six grandchil-
dren ranging in age from 
two to ten years old.   He 
likes to spend as much 
time as possible outdoors, 
doing something active in 
all seasons. His special 
interests include running, 
hiking, and canoeing. He 
also enjoys reading a wide 
variety of books and arti-
cles. Although his family is 
relatively far away, he tries 
to spend as much time with 

them as possible, electron-
ically and in person. 

When asked why he 
would like to serve at the 
Ely United Methodist 
C h u r c h ,  H a b e r m a n 
responded: “I have served 
a variety of congregations, 
in terms of church size 
and geographical loca-
tion, in Minnesota. These 
churches have been in 
open country, small towns, 
medium-size towns, and 
the Fargo-Moorhead area. 
The size of the town of Ely 
and the congregation are 
very much to my liking. 
I have spent fifty-two 
years in the lake/forest 
country of the Minnesota/
Canadian border and feel 
very much at home here.”

ELY – In celebrating their 29th 
anniversary this summer, the Donald 
G. Gardner Humanities Trust present-
ed a Community Giving Grant to the 
city to install large, outdoor music 
instruments in Whiteside Park near 
the toddlers’ playground area.

The City of Ely, Park and 
Recreation Board, and community 
volunteers collaborated with the Trust 
to install the instruments last week. 
Visitors to the annual Blueberry/Art 
Festival enjoyed making music all 
weekend long.

A ribbon-cutting for the instru-
ments will be on Saturday, Aug. 4 at 
10 a.m. The Trust’s annual Breakfast 
in the Garden event will follow until 
noon with artist demonstrations and 
art projects for children and adults. 

Artists Pat Miller, Dafne Caruso 
and Claire Taylor will be on hand to 
help people make watercolor cards to 
take home.

Making music in the park
Gardner Trust installs instruments in Whiteside

A toddler checks out a new 
musical instrument at Whiteside 
Park. A ribbon-cutting for 
the music park will be held 
Saturday at 10 a.m. 
submitted photo

United Methodist Church 
welcomes new pastor to Ely

ELY – The Spiritwood 
“ F o r g e t  M e  N o t ” 
Foundation will present 
“Remember When – a 
Musical Happening,” on 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 
17 and 18, beginning at 
7 p.m. at the Vermilion 
Community College Fine 
Arts Theater.

The musical tribute 
features Pat Surface, John 
Ely and Butch Schmidt 
of the Boundary Water 
Boys, Marina Whight, 
Kenne Thomas, Ely’s own 
LedgeRockin’ Chorus, 
Community Dancers 
and Flower Children, 
and Donna Surface as 
Moonbeam - the Goddess 
Of Groove - a TV star 
from 1970.

 “Remember When” is 
a musical ‘happening’ that 
will transport the audience 
back to the times of the 
1960s and 1970s. 

This is an all new 
show. When we last saw 
Moonbeam, she was a DJ 
on a nighttime radio show. 
She has moved up in show 
business from radio DJ 
to TV personality, and is 
now the star of a popular 
dance/music TV show 
in 1970 - Moonbeam’s 
American Top 40 on GRV 

- the Groooove Television 
network. 

The audience is  
transported back in time 
as you become part of 
Moonbeam’s ‘studio audi-
ence’ in an atmosphere 
that conjures memories of 
shows like Dick Clark’s 
American Bandstand, 
Shindig, and Hullabaloo. 

Moonbeam is joined 
by her trusty ‘side-
kick’ Turnbull (think 
Ed McMahon) and her 
studio band, Pat Surface 
and American Pie (the 
Boundary Water Boys). 
It is an interactive show 
as Moonbeam engages her 
studio audience from the 
stage and off it. American 
Pie plays the hits of the 60s, 
as the American Top 40 

Dancers recall the dance 
moves of the era. It is a 
multi-media ‘Happening’  
featuring a video on a 
giant screen with images 
and songs that will blast 
you back to the 60s, 
Woodstock, and more.

Watch a groovy video 
about the show on www.
SpiritwoodFoundation.
com.

Tickets are $15 each. 
All profits to benefit the 
Spiritwood ‘Forget Me 
Not’ Foundation and 
their support of organiza-
tions in the fight against 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Tickets are available:
Online at www.

SpiritwoodFoundation.
com 

 At Pa t ’ s  f ree 

Wednesday night concerts 
at the Winton Roadhouse

At the Foundation 
booth at the Ely Farmers 
Market on Tuesday eve-
nings 

At the door (if there 
are any left)

Or call 218-365-
6851 to order by phone or 
for more information.

Come dressed in your 
most groovy 60s outfit. 
Prizes will be awarded 
for the best hippie in the 
audience.

T h e  S p i r i t w o o d 
‘ F o r g e t  M e  N o t ’ 
Foundation is committed 
to supporting organiza-
tions that enhance the 
quality of life of those 
afflicted with Alzheimer’s 
disease and other forms of 
dementia. Their efforts are 
aimed at the many con-
cerns and worries of family 
members and caregivers, 
and their focus is on the 
dignity of each individual.

For  more  infor -
mation, go to www.
SpiritwoodFoundation.
com.

Remember When - A Musical Happening
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Ely Free Clinic open Mondays
ELY - The Ely Community Health Center is open 

every Monday evening from 5:30-7 p.m. in the lower 
level of the Frandsen Bank building on 1st Ave. in 
downtown Ely.

For more information, call 218-365-5678, or 
visit their website, www.elycommunityhealth.org, 
or Facebook page.

Highway 1 traffic restricted
REGIONAL - A resurfacing and culvert repair 

project on Highway 1 continues in Lake County. 
Motorists traveling on Highway 1 between Finland 
and Isabella  will be restricted to a single lane of traffic 
controlled by flaggers as a resurfacing and culvert 
repair project continues.

The lane restrictions will be in effect through late 
September when the project will be completed. An 
11-foot width restriction will be in place.

The completed project will resurface approxi-
mately 15 miles of pavement and repair 17 culverts.

For more information, visit: http://www.dot.state.
mn.us/d1/projects/hwy1finlandtoisabella/.

OUR COMMUNITY

Blueberry/Art Festival 2018
Heidi Pinkerton of Root River Photography earned a first-place ribbon last weekend for the best 
art at the 38th annual Blueberry/Art Festival.

ELY - Genealogy is 
a very fascinating subject 
and never more so with 
the advent of DNA testing. 

Television programs 
abound about genealogy 
and the methods used to 
find those roots will be 
made clear as Kathleen M. 
Cargill and Jay R. Hagen 
discuss the subject on 
Wednesday, Aug. 8 when 
the Ely-Winton Historical 
Society presents a program 
aimed to help understand 
how it is done.

Cargill is the adminis-
trative assistant for the St. 

Louis County Historical 
Society. She has a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from the 
University of Michigan, 
and a Master of Arts 
Degree in Anthropology, 
as well as completed doc-
toral level research in the 
same field, from the U of 
Florida.  

She has been a project 
manager for 25 years, 
taught anthropology for 
10 years, is a seasoned 
researcher in anthropolo-
gy, and leads genealogy 
workshops for the Society 
that are always open to 

the general public.  She is 
currently working with a 
local publisher to market 
a genealogy/history book 
she has written about her 
maternal aunt.

Hagen,  Veterans 
Memorial Hall Program 
Assistant for the St. Louis 
County Historical Society, 
has a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Mathematics, 
with minors in Computer 
Science and Accounting 
from the University of 
Minnesota-Duluth.  He has 
been an information tech-
nology project manager 

in business and industry, 
and is a seasoned military 
historian.  He coordinates 
special workshops and 
events for the Veterans 
Memorial Hall Program:  
History in a Pint (for 
adults), and the newly 
developed, History in a 
Half Pint (for children).

The program begins 
at 7 p.m. in CL104 at 
Vermilion Community 
College. It is free and open 
to the public.

Ely Area Food Shelf open Aug. 15
ELY - The Ely Area Food Shelf, 15 W Conan St., 

will be open on Wednesday, Aug. 15 from 11 a.m. until 
6 p.m.  Shopping assistance is available from 4-6 p.m. 

For further information, please call 235-8527 or 
visit the Ely Area Food Shelf website. 

The Food Shelf welcomes and appreciates volun-
teers, food donations and monetary donations.

ELY – The 6th Annual Upper Great Lakes Regional 
Assembly of the Wooden Canoe Heritage Association 
will gather in the Ely area this summer. The event, 
sponsored by the Minnesota Canoe Museum, will be 
held Aug. 24-26.

A weekend of activities celebrating canoes and 
canoeing will be held at YMCA Camp Widjiwagan 
on Burntside Lake in special honor of canoes built by 
and the legacy of Joe Seliga.

Activities will include:
- Canoeing film festival;
- Classic canoe and boat show;
- Paddling demonstrations;
- Paddle-making and canoe-building workshops;
- Excursions to the neighboring Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area Wilderness;
- Canoe races;
- On-the-water activities for young and old;
- Gathering around the campfire and swapping 

stories;
- Live canoeing-inspired music;
- Canoe related vendors.
On Friday, Aug. 24, events will be held at 

Semer’s Beach in Ely. This is a city park with facil-
ities and a grassy area with sand beach. There is a 
dock and a swimming area as well as ample shore 
for launching canoes. This will be a relaxed venue 
with on-water activities and on-shore displays. 
Lodging and meals will be available at YMCA Camp 
Widjiwagan To register, visit ymcamn.org/camps/
camp_widjiwagan).

Further information on the event can be found 
at the Minnesota Canoe Museum site, minnesotaca-
noemuseum.org.

For vendor space or questions call Alex Comb, 
Stewart River Boatworks, stewartriver.com or 218-
834-2506.

Heidi Omerza flipped blueberry pancakes Saturday morning for Incredible Ely, to raise funds for 
the organization’s downtown development efforts.

Genealogy for young and old offered at History Nights

Ely celebrates 
canoes past 
and present

A variety of art and 
craft items from 
more than 300 
vendors were on 
display in the park 
all weekend.
photos by K. Vandervort



Now that August is 
beginning, has anyone 
else noticed that even 
the lake is beginning to 
get that shimmery look 
in the morning that in-
dicates that fall is soon 
to evidence itself?  The 
deer still have their sum-
mer coats on, but soon 
they will be trading them 
in for winter wear.  This 
year’s crop of fawns will 
be heading into their first 
winter.  Wonder if they 
have any idea what’s 
ahead?  The hummers 
are beefing up for their 
long flight south; already 
they are reducing in the 
number that come to the 
feeders.  The local news 
station had a photo of a 
tree, with its leaves in-
cluding the first red leaf 
to evidence itself.  All 
early signs of our change 
of seasons.

Another sign of 
fall:  the Vikings are in 
training camp.  For the 
first time in 52 years, 
training is being done 
at camp in the Cities 
rather than Mankato. A 
big economic loss for 
Mankato.  Many years 
ago, one of the Dame’s 
sons was attending 
Mankato State College, 
working in the college 
kitchen, and worked the 
training camp while the 
Vikings were there.  He 
found out which play-
ers were nice, and 
which ones were not so 
much.  Hope the contro-
versy that affected the 
game last year disap-
pears this year, and hope 
the players just play the 
game.  Go, Vikes!

Sincere condolenc-
es to Ruth Carlson and 
the entire Casper family 
onthe loss of Jim Casper, 
who passed away last 
weekend in Califor-
nia.  Jim lived for many 
years in the San Francis-
co area.  He will be sad-
ly missed by the family 
and other loved ones.

The Ladies of the 
Lake luncheon is Aug. 
11 at Nelson’s Resort.  A 
Crane Lake Garden Par-
ty will be celebrated with 
a delicious luncheon 
menu, good company, 
and prizes. Ladies, bring 
your friends and make 
it an occasion!  You 

can get tickets at many 
of the local establish-
ments—just ask them, 
and hope to see you all 
there.

All the rain this 
summer has noticeably 
increased the number of 
mosquitoes one is forced 
to encounter when out 
and about.  It is not dif-
ficult to feel that one 
has become a “feeding 
station” for what some 
claim to be Minnesota’s 
State Bird!  The City of 
Kornarno, Manitoba, 
Canada is the self-pro-
claimed “Mosquito Cap-
ital of Canada”.  It even 
has a statue of a large 
mosquito perched atop 
a stone platform that is 
a main tourist attraction. 
Apparently, the tourists 
feel it makes a great 
background for a self-
ie.  The claim to fame 
(?) is somewhat justified 
in the fact that the area is 
home to some of the larg-
est mosquitoes found in 
North America.  Do you 
think we could qualify 
as the “Mosquito Capital 
of the U.S.?”

Enjoy the “lazy, cra-
zy, hazy” days of sum-
mer that are left.  There 
is still plenty of time to 
enjoy a glass of lem-
onade and relax with a 
cruise around the lake, 
still plenty of fishing to 
be done, and still time 
for picnics and family 
get-togethers.  August 
always seems to be a 
more relaxing time af-
ter all the busy-ness 
and hectic activities of 
July.  Enjoy!

Speaking of lem-
onade, were you aware 
that former First Lady 
Lucy Hayes had the 
nickname “Lemonade 
Lucy”?  She was the wife 
of Rutherford B. Hayes, 
the 19th president of 
the United States.  She 
was the first First Lady 
to have graduated from 
college, receiving her 
degree from Wesleyan 
Female College.  She 
was a popular first lady, 
in spite of the fact that 
she decided to ban al-
cohol from the White 
House.  Her public sup-
port and dedication 
to a variety of causes, 
including funding for 
mental health care and 
education, set a stan-
dard for political activity 
among first ladies.

Later on, a guy 
named Mike changed 
lemonade by adding a 
little alcohol to it and 
marketing it as Mike’s 
Hard Lemon.  Which-
ever version you prefer, 
there’s still plenty of 
time to imbibe.
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COOK CITY COUNCILCrane Lake News by 
the Singing Teapot 
Dames

Bookmobile schedule
Visit your library on wheels, the Arrowhead Li-

brary System Bookmobile. 

T h u r s d a y ,   
Aug. 16, Sept. 6 & 
27

Nett Lake – 
Community Center      
9:30-10:15 a.m.

Crane Lake 
– Ranger Station          
11:15 a.m.  - 12 
noon

Orr – Lake 
Country ReMax 
building 1:45 - 2:30 p.m.

Kabetogama – Town Hall  3:15 - 3:45 p.m.                       
For further information on the Bookmobile 

or Mail-A-Book services, write or call the Arrow-
head Library System, 5528 Emerald Ave., Mt. Iron, 
MN 55768  218-741-3840, or check our website at 
www.alslib.info.

Lack of housing a concern at council

COOK - Cook City 
Council heard the annual 
report on housing Tues-
day from the housing au-
thority. The report is part 
of a deal between the city 
and housing authority to 
halve pilot payments to 
the city from ten to five 
percent.

City Administrator 
Theresa Martinson asked 
whether the Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) was 
looking at Cook for pos-
sible development, and 
what the cost would be.

“The cost of build-
ing housing is well over 
a million dollars,” Reed 
Erickson with the city’s 
Housing and Redevelop-
ment Authority (HRA) 
said. “There needs to be 
a need for housing. If 
there are 15 on the list, it 
sounds like a lot, but Ely 
and Virginia have vacan-
cies. I know we’ve talked 
to businesses – the hard-
est thing to get people 
to work is to find them a 
place to live - if you have 
an eightplex, you need to 
fill it.”

Erickson said the city 
could work with devel-
opers to build non-HUD 
housing, and that those 
units could be sold at 

market rates to families 
moving into the city.

Martinson said busi-
nesses have complained 
to the city because work-
ers are forced to com-
mute; she said, however, 
that land availability was 
also an issue. 

Mayor Harold John-
ston asked how long ap-
plicants who wanted to 
receive HUD assistance 
would need to wait.

“When we go through 
the waiting list we see 
who can move,” Erickson 
said. “If they refuse three 
times (aside from medical 
or something reasonable), 
then you have to reap-
ply. Must also contact by 
deadline. Initially signed 
for a year. If you need to 
move out for medical or 
schooling , or a legitimate 
reason, there is no reason 
to break the lease early.”

He added people who 
are not ready to move can 
refuse the move, but they 
still retain their place in 
the priority list until they 
are either placed or have 
reached their allowable 
refusals.

Aside from questions 
on housing, Reed present-
ed the project budget for 
2018 compared to last 
year.

The HRA’s operating 
income rose 3.5 percent 
over last year to just over 

$411,000. Utilities and 
operating expenses fell 
five and 10 percent re-
spectively.

Net income loss fell 
by one and a half percent, 
which Erickson said was 
a good thing.

City Maintenance
The council ad-

dressed two construction 
project bids, one for the 
city hall roof, and one for 
the siding on the ambu-
lance and fire hall.

“As you walked up, 
you could probably see 
that city hall and the ga-
zebo need a roof,” Mar-
tinson said. “It is prob-
ably the last place to get 
improvements, but it re-
ally needs it. We tried to 
have local bids, but it was 
hard to find someone. If 
we don’t do new roofs, 
there will be damage to 
the building.”

Martinson recom-
mended the lowest bid to 
the city from Peak Con-
struction our of Herman-
town for $14,200. The 
council approved unani-
mously.

Money for the proj-
ect will come directly 
from the city budget. The 
new roof is projected to 
last up to 50 years.

On the topic of siding 
at the fire and ambulance 
hall, Martinson said the 

wood siding on the back 
of the building would 
need replacing. The cost 
of the project would 
amount to $21,730, and 
would be completed us-
ing levy money. 

The current wood 
product would also be re-
placed with more sturdy 
metal siding.

“This isn’t beautifi-
cation, it is about main-
taining,” Martinson said.

In other city 
business:

The council sent 
a variance request back 
to the planning and zon-
ing committee to address 
concerns about water run-
off.

Martinson said the 
city had received a letter 
from a concerned citizen 
regarding the city bow 
hunt. She said she direct-
ed the citizen to attend 
the DNR orientation in 
September.

Councilor Eliza-
beth Storm said a citizen 
had approached her to 
propose the city create a 
dog park. Discussion was 
postponed to a later date 
to look at options, but the 
council was in favor of 
the idea. 

 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

National Night Out, Aug. 7
COOK- National Night Out 

will be held Aug. 7 from 5-8 p.m. 
at the Cook Community Center. 
See your local EMS profession-
als, Cook Hospital staff, St. Louis 
County Sheriff’s Office and Rescue 
Squad, North Memorial Helicopter, 
MNDOT, Lake Country Power, 
Cook’s Country Connection, car-
riage rides, and North Star Credit 
Union. Have fun visiting with other 
community members while snack-
ing on food from the Lion’s Club, 
playing games, and exploring big 
trucks and equipment. Enter in a 
door prize raffle when you bring 
a food shelf item. For more infor-
mation, contact Cook EMS at 218-
666-2866 or ems@cookmn.us.

Second-Hand Rose Does 
Hollywood, style show 
and luncheon on Aug. 18

COOK- The Cook Area Health 
Care Auxiliary once again invites 
the area community to the Cook 
Thrift Shop Style Show and Lun-
cheon presenting “Second-Hand 
Rose Does Hollywood” on Satur-
day, Aug. 18 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Cook Community Center, Doug 
Johnson Field.  Tickets are being 
sold at the Thrift Shop, 320 Third 
Ave. SE, open every Thursday, Fri-
day and second and fourth Satur-
day of each month, or call Mary at 
218-410-3125 to reserve tickets, 
which can be picked up at the door.  

The Cook Area Health Care 
Auxiliary began in 1954 with the 
purpose of promoting and advanc-
ing the welfare of the Cook Area 
Hospital and Nursing Home, now 
the Cook Care Center, through 

fundraising. Since 1965 when the 
first building was purchased for a 
thrift shop, all funds raised have 
gone to support the needs and re-
quests of the Hospital and Care 
Center.  For at least the past five 
years, the Auxiliary has donated 
over $50,000 per year from thrift 
shop sales.   

Golfing for Cancer 
Awareness, Aug. 12

 COOK- The Vermilion Fair-
ways Women’s Club is host-
ing their annual Golfing for Cancer 
Awareness at Vermilion Fairways 
in Cook. It will be a four-person 
scramble on Sunday, Aug. 12. Tee 
off is at 1 p.m. Entry fee is $25 per 
person.

 This event is for men and 
women and you do not need to 
have a full four-person team to en-
ter. Lavender is the color associated 
with all cancers, so wear lavender 
and join us for golf, fellowship, 
food, and prizes. If you are unable 
to participate, monetary donations 
may be sent to Vermilion Fairways 
Women’s Club, 2407 Vermilion 
Dr., Cook, MN 55723. Call Carol 
at 218-666-2679 or email her at 
CJG62@aol.com to register. Net 
proceeds will benefit local cancer 
support groups.

Pat and Donna Surface 
gospel concert at Bear 
River Lutheran on Aug. 11

BEAR RIVER- Bear River Lu-
theran Church presents Hallelujah 
– a blend of favorite gospel tunes 
and 50s, 60s, and 70s hits-featuring 
Pat and Donna Surface on Satur-

day, Aug. 11 at 7 p.m. at Bear River 
Lutheran Church, 11141 Hwy. 22 
in Cook (Bear River).

Free will offering. Come en-
joy Pat and Donna’s uplifting 
show, Hallelujah - an entertaining 
and nostalgic musical journey. For 
more information, call 218-376-
4673. 

Donna Surface is Performance 
Artist in Sign for The Hearing Im-
paired (a combination of American 
Sign Language, dance, and dramat-
ic interpretation). Donna was a ‘tri-
ple threat’ (acting, singing, danc-
ing) Broadway hopeful in NYC, 
where she is from.

Cook Hospital survey 
raffle winners announced

COOK- The following raffle 
numbers were selected as winners 
as part of the community health 
survey mailed out by the Cook 
Community Hospital. The people 
who have raffle numbers 3851954, 
3851398, 5428487, and 3851378 
need to bring their tickets in to 
the receptionist’s desk at the Cook 
Community Hospital to claim their 
$25 gift card to Zup’s.

Watt graduates from 
UW-Stevens Point

STEVENS POINT, WIS. - Ed-
ison Watt of Cook graduated from 
UW-Stevens Point with a Bach-
elor of Science in Forestry-Man-
agement. The University of Wis-
consin-Stevens Point conferred 
degrees on nearly 1,300 graduates 
during the university’s spring com-
mencement ceremonies on May 19, 
2018.

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!
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Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for lessStop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Summer Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective May 6)

COOK SUMMER BASEBALL Enjoy a “Garden Party” lunch at Crane 
Lake on Saturday, Aug. 11

CRANE LAKE- The annual Ladies of the Lake 
Luncheon is a day of making memories on Saturday, 
Aug. 11. Women will gather at Nelson’s Resort to 
renew old friendships and make new ones, and to 
enjoy a delicious, chef-prepared luncheon accompa-
nied by music and door prizes, raffles, and a silent 
auction. Prizes and auction items include an amazing 
hand-sewn quilt, a guided fishing trip, and a pontoon 
ride through Crane Lake beauty and history. This 
year’s theme is “Crane Lake Garden Party.” Arrive 
any time after 11 a.m. for a social time. Lunch is at 
12:30 p.m. Tickets are $20, advance only, and can 
be reserved with Nelson’s Resort at 218-993-2295. 
The Ladies of the Lake Luncheon is a benefit for 
the non-denominational Crane Lake Chapel and is 
a sell-out every year. Bring friends, meet new ones, 
and make memories.

Get Caught Reading in Cook on 
Saturday, Aug. 4 at the Cook Library

COOK- Get Caught Reading in Cook on Sat-
urday, Aug. 4. The Cook Public Library invites you 
to join us for our fun fundraiser on Saturday, Aug. 4 
from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.  Grab your favorite book, or 
check one out from the library, and a comfy lawn 
chair and join us at the Cook City Park, located 
behind the library.  

Let’s try to fill the gazebo with readers. All ages 
are welcome, and if you come dressed as your fa-
vorite character or author, you’ll have the chance to 
win a prize. Prizes will be granted in age categories. 
You’ll also have the chance to support our library by 
giving a donation to the library patio and parkway 
path project. In addition, the library now has T-shirts 
and book bags with our own moose logo available to 
purchase. In case of rain, we’ll try to fill the library 
with readers. The Cook Public Library will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Readers and Rappers book club meets 
on Tuesday, Aug. 14

 COOK- Readers and Rappers, a Cook-area 
book club, will meet on Tuesday, Aug. 14 at 1 p.m. 
at the Cook Homestead Apartments community 
room.  

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte will be discussed. 
Julie Horihan is the moderator and Jane Kujala is the 
hostess.

 Book selection for the month of September is 
Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians but 
Were Afraid to Ask by Dr. Anton Trever. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

Loaves and Fishes Food Shelf
ORR- Loaves and Fishes Food Shelf located 

in the basement of Calvary Lutheran Church in Orr 
is open the third Friday of every month, 8-10 a.m. 
and 5-7 p.m. If you are in need of food assistance 
outside of these hours, contact Michelle at 218-666-
6021, Jules at 218-780-1740, Diana at 218-780-
3617, or Linda at 218-757-0080. Donations can be 
sent c/o Calvary Lutheran Church, PO Box 176, Orr, 
MN 55771.

Cook Little League takes fourth place

Cook Little League took fourth place at the Alborn Tournament.  The team played against Wuori. 
The score was 5-2. The team played hard but still lost. photos by B.Smith

Above: Short stop Tate Cly covers second base 
resulting in an out for Wuori.

Below: Catcher Jake Panichi tags Wuori’s run-
ner at home plate for the out.

Above: Bryce Chosa is called safe as he 
slides into third base.

Below: Ben Kruse is ready with his swing as 
the ball comes in.



BREITUNG TWP- Breitung’s 
plans to add an additional new 
baseball field are being put on hold. 
At last week’s meeting on July 24, 
Chairman Tim Tomsich steered the 
board in a different direction because 
the project, including gazebo, 
dugouts, and bandstands, would 
likely cost as much as $150,000. The 
project’s cost is still a preliminary 
estimate, but was high enough to 
make some board members hesitant 
to proceed on the baseball field, 
although the gazebo portion of the 
project is still moving forward.

Tomsich said that the city of 
Tower has $10,000 already set aside 
to restore the Tower baseball field 
and that it would make more finan-
cial sense to work with Tower to 
restore their field, rather than create 
a brand-new one. 

Tomsich encouraged Supervisor 
Greg Dostert to create a volunteer 
group that would oversee recreation 
in the surrounding communities. The 
purpose of the board would be to plan 
and promote activities for children 
in the area.

Supervisor Chuck Tekautz said 
that sometimes, as an individual or 
even a coach, it is difficult to secure 
some venues, and it would probably 
be easier if a committee were doing 
the asking. Others added that the 
organization could oversee other 
local activities like basketball or 
hockey. 

Dostert is planning on holding 
a brainstorming session for commu-
nity members and parents to assess 
community needs and find others 
willing to be involved. When the 
meeting date has been set, a notice 
will be placed in the Timberjay; for 
more information, call Dostert at 
218-248-0648.

Police Chief Dan Nylund asked 
the council to place a wall inside the 
building, where the police office is 
now located. Currently, to get to the 
office, you have to walk through a 
maintenance area. Nylund said a wall 
would keep people from wandering 
through the garage and would help 
with noise issues.

In other business, the board:
 Heard from Supervisor Chuck 

Tekautz that a Soudan Frozen Water 
Service Policy/Ordinance has been 
drafted and is undergoing updates. 
Tekautz, who is working on the 
ordinance, said he will have it ready 
by the August meeting for the board 
to review and vote on. 

  Received a $1,000 grant from 
Walmart to pay for Breitung Fire’s 
cold water rescue equipment.

 The next board meeting will 
be Wednesday, Aug. 29 at 1 p.m.

TOWER— The city council 
here made quick work of a relative-
ly short agenda of action items on 
Monday. The council gave the green 
light for the city to re-apply for grant 
funding for the townhome project at 
the city harbor. The city’s $350,000 
in funding for that project expired at 
the end of 2017, which prompted the 
need to re-apply. 

The status of the project remains 
somewhat uncertain, although 
developers indicate they still hope 
to begin the project before the end 
of the construction season. 

In other action, the council opted 
to tap reserve funds to finance the 
installation of fiber optic cable to 
the city’s new industrial building, 

construction of which got under-
way this week. The council also 
approved extension of fiber optics 
to the city-owned building that’s 
the current home of the Vermilion 
Country School. 

City Clerk-Treasurer Linda 
Keith said at least a portion of the 
installation might be covered under 
the industrial building construction 
loan from the IRRRB. 

The council also approved a 
contract with Minnesota Power for 
electrical connections, including 
three-phase power, to the new indus-
trial building. 

In other business, the council:
 Heard from Engineer Jason 

Chopp, who indicated that contrac-
tors on the Hoodoo Point sewer 
project had made “minimal progress” 

on completing a punch list of 12 items 
necessary to wrap up the project. 

 OK’d a new one-year listing 
contract with Lisa Janisch Realty. 

 Approved a potential cash 
flow loan from the IRRRB, total-
ing $51,000, for the Tower-Soudan 
Historical Society. The TSHS has 
applied for a $258,000 grant to 
upgrade the old fire hall, which 
grant writer Nancy Larson said 
should allow the group to make 
substantial progress in restoring and 
renovating the building, which is on 
the National Historic Register. The 
grant is financed on a reimbursement 
basis, noted Larson, which requires 
that the TSHS have some funding 
available to pay for the work until 
final reimbursements are received. 

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

by STEPHANIE UKKOLA
Staff Writer

TOWER

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

Serving  Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
Open Daily 6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

7632 County Road 424
Crane Lake, MN 55725
800-433-0743

www.nelsonsresort.com

Steve Johnson
on the piano

Smorgasbord
Starts June 28

until August 16
5:30 & 7:30 Seatings

John Seny-new head chef
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!
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Grizzly football practices starting
FIELD TWP- Varsity football practice will 

begin Monday, Aug. 13. The first two weeks of 
practice will be from 8 a.m. - 12 noon. Beginning 
Monday, Aug. 27, practice will be from 4 - 7:30 p.m. 
When school begins, practice will be from 3:30 - 6 
p.m. All football players in grades 9-12 are required 
to attend these sessions.

Varsity and junior varsity players must also 
report to the North Woods School either Friday, 
Aug. 10 sometime between 3 - 6 p.m. or Saturday, 
Aug. 11, sometime between 8 - 10 a.m. to pick up 
necessary forms and equipment. Forms will also be 
available in the North Woods front office the week 
prior to practice beginning. Please contact the office 
for times. Players who do not return the completed 
signed forms on or before the first day of practice 
will not be allowed to participate until the forms are 
turned in.

Junior high practice will begin Monday, Aug. 
27. Practice will be held from 4-7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 27 - Friday, Aug. 31. All players in 
grades 7-8 are required to attend these practices. 
When school begins, practice will be from 3:30 - 
5:30 p.m. 

Meet the Candidates Forum at Waasa 
Town Hall on Tuesday, Aug. 7

WAASA TWP- Waasa Township is sponsoring 
a Meet the Candidates Forum on Tuesday, Aug. 7 
at 7 p.m. as part of their regular monthly township 
meeting. The township is expecting that St. Louis 
County Commissioner candidates Paul Kess, Paul 
McDonald, Bernie Mettler, Christine Schlotec, and 
Dan Manick will be attending. The public is cor-
dially invited to attend this forum. The Waasa Town 
Hall is located at 3739 Hwy. 21, east of Embarrass.

  

BLM taking public comment on management of 
BLM-administered islands on Lake Vermilion on Aug. 8

TOWER- The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) will hold a 
public meeting on amending the 
Lake Vermilion Public Islands 
Coordinated Resource Management 
Plan (CRMP) for the 87 BLM-
administered islands located in Lake 
Vermilion, and seven smaller lakes 
in St. Louis County. The public 
meeting will be an open-house 
format held at Fortune Bay Resort, 
in the Birch Room, from 6 – 8 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 8. 

The Environmental Assessment 
to support the CRMP amendment 
will consider many issues, including 
the use of recreation sites, protection 
of cultural resources, mitigating 
the spread of invasive species, 
and regulatory consistency with 
other jurisdictions in the area. This 
plan amendment will only address 
surface lands managed by the BLM 

in the Lake Vermilion area; there 
will be no subsurface or mineral 
management addressed. Comments 
on the proposed amendment will 
be accepted up to 15 days after the 
public meeting. 

If you have any comments 
or issues that we should consider 
addressing in our analysis, please 
provide comments using one of the 
following methods: Email to kwadz-
ins@blm.gov; Fax 414-297-4409, 
Attn: Mr. Kurt Wadzinski; or by mail 
to BLM Northeastern States District, 
Attn: Kurt Wadzinski, Planning 
and Environmental Coordinator, 
626 E Wisconsin Ave., Suite 200, 
Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617. Before 
including your address, phone 
number, email address, or other 
personal identifying information in 
your comment, be aware that your 
entire comment including your per-

sonal identifying information may be 
made publicly available at any time. 

While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold from public 
review your personal identifying 
information, we cannot guarantee 
that we will be able to do so.  All 
submissions from organizations, 
businesses, and individuals identi-
fying themselves as representatives 
of organizations or businesses, will 
be available for public review. 

For additional information 
regarding the amendment to the 
Lake Vermilion CRMP for BLM-
administered lands in Minnesota, 
please visit the website at https://
go.usa.gov/xUKKV and/or contact 
Kyle Schumacher, Natural Resource 
Specialist, at 414-297-4463. 

City re-applying for funding for townhome infrastructure

BREITUNG

Plans for second Soudan ballfield now on hold
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FARM...Continued from page 1

the other site for the event 
in the region.

Kris Musto, who vol-
unteers at Cook’s Coun-
try Connection, said there 
are some misconceptions 
about the animals them-
selves that people need 
to be aware of in order 
to respect the land much 
more.

“Animals raised for 
food deserve respect,” 
Musto said. “It’s a mis-
conception that animals 
don’t have personalities.”

Teaming with area 
bakers and growers of 
the Cook Area Farmers 
Market, Semmler Farm, 
Skunk Creek Farm, Rice 
River Lamb Company, 
and Homestead Mills the 
event served up a free 
meal that included local-
ly sourced ingredients for 
sloppy joes, salad, and 
apple crisp.  

Over 350 people 
came out to the farm to 
enjoy the meal as well 
as live music, tie-dye 
activities, spinning wool 
demonstrations, games 
and horse-drawn wagon 
rides.

“The farmers are 
stewards of the soil, and 
they work with nature 
to produce good healthy 
nutritious food,” Nelson 
said. “When you taste a 
vegetable or some fruit 
or some meat, if you can 
remember where it came 
from and you can meet 
the real human people 
that grow that food, there 
is a connection, and that 
connection is more than 
just one night, it lasts a 
lifetime.”

Kris Musto, left, shows Gabe Trivino how to tie-dye at the farm supper held at Cook’s Country 
Connection. photo by M White

2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM

Virginia HHW Facility 
at the Regional Landfill 

5345 Regional Landfill Road 
Virginia, MN  55792 

(218) 741-8831 
Year round hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays & Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Hibbing HHW Facility 
at the Hibbing Transfer Station 

3994 Landfill Road 
Hibbing, MN 55746 

(218) 362-5922 
 Year round hours of Operation: 

Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bring them in to the  
St. Louis County Household 
Hazardous Waste Facility  
or a local collection near you! 
August 2018 
 

More info at www.stlouiscountymn.gov/hw 

Wed. August 1st 
10 am—1 pm 

French Canister Site 
(Side Lake) 

7150 Greenrock Rd. 
Side Lake 

Wed. August 8th 
10 am—1 pm 

Kabetogama Canister 
Site 

10280 Gamma Rd, 
Ray 

Thurs. August 23rd 
10 am—2 pm 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

Cook 

Thurs. August 30th 
10 am—2 pm 

Northwoods Transfer 
Station 

9384 Hwy 21N, 
Ely 

“31 years as a highway maintenance
employee has given me a wheels-on-the- 

ground look at the needs of our area that few   
    people who run for commissioner have.”   
  

IUOE Local 49 Endorsed • Hard Working Values, Honest Results 

Daniel Manick
For District 4

County Commissioner

218-410-9006 • manickforcommish@yahoo.com • www.danmanick.com
Find me on Facebook at Daniel Manick for County Commissioner
Paid for by the candidate on his own behalf

Don’t Panic Vote Manick
Tuesday, August 14
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DFL...Continued from page 1

Even before then, Martin 
had been aggressive in attempt-
ing to change the culture within 
the DFL and instituted a new 
policy requiring sexual harass-
ment awareness and implicit 
bias training not just for party 
employees, but for all DFL 
candidates and elected officials 
in Minnesota.

“I’m really proud of that,” 
said Martin. “I was the first party 
chair in the country to require 
that,” he said.  As the president 
of the Democratic State Chairs 
Association, he also required 
party chairs from across the 
country to take similar training 
back in February. 

The party is also now final-
izing new policies designed to 
protect volunteers, said Martin, 
to ensure that anyone working 
in any capacity for the party can 
do so free from bias or harass-
ment. That policy is scheduled 
for adoption by the DFL State 
Central Committee later this 
month.

But as Martin and other 
party officials have learned in 
recent months, any change in 
the culture of an organization 
can take time and face setbacks 
when not everyone is on board 
with the new way of doing busi-
ness. That can be particularly 
true with political parties, which 
tend to swell with newly-hired, 
and often young, staff for every 
election cycle and where the 
lines of authority between cam-
paigns and the party itself are 
not always clear. Add to that a 
large number of elected officials 
aligned with the party, many 
with differing attitudes toward 
what is acceptable behavior in a 
workplace, and you have a recipe 
for potential disappointment and 
recrimination…like that experi-
enced by Christopher Horoshak.

T w e n t y - s i x - y e a r - o l d 
Christopher Horoshak, of 
Cotton, worked for the DFL 
as a canvasser beginning in 
the late summer of 2016. He 
was based in the Mt. Iron field 
office and spent most of his time 
working at the direction of the 
Nolan re-election effort. As an 
articulate young man, with an 
outgoing and empathetic per-
sonality, Horoshak was a good 
fit for political outreach, and he 
said he got excellent feedback 
for his efforts. 

Even so, he said his experi-
ence working in the DFL office 
was a difficult one. Horoshak is 
gay, and he said the harassment 
by two members of the DFL 
campaign team in Mt. Iron began 
even before he had completed 
filling out his employee paper-
work on his first day on the job.

According to Horoshak, 
that’s when a party staffer named 
Kyle walked up to him and said: 
“I’ve just got a quick question, 
are you gay?” 

Horoshak, who is comfort-
able with his sexual orientation, 
acknowledged that he was. 

“We thought so,” chimed 
in the field organizer, named 
Andrew, who was sitting nearby.  

What  fol lowed,  sa id 
Horoshak, was a regular refrain 
of suggestive references and 
explicit questions about gay sex 
acts, references to genitalia, and 
questions about  Horoshak’s 
sexual history. “It just kind 
of turned into a sport,” said 
Horoshak. “To see who could 
say the most outrageous thing. 
They [Andrew and Kyle] would 
switch off from day to day.”

Horoshak said he mostly 
answered their queries out of 
fear of losing his job, but that 
the abuse took an emotional and 
mental toll.

At one point, after Horoshak 
said Andrew inquired about his 
knowledge of female genitalia, 
he said Kyle called him over to 
his desk, where he displayed 
explicit pornography on his 
computer screen. At other times, 
he said Andrew would describe 
other sexual acts, that may not 
have been directed at Horoshak, 
but which he found inappro-
priate in the open, office-like 
environment.

Horoshak initially reported 
the behavior to Nathan Baerg, 
who was the DFL’s Canvass 
Director in the Eighth District 

at the time. Baerg, who spoke 
to the Timberjay, said Horoshak 
informed him of the situation 
in the fall of 2016, and that he 
initially reported Horoshak’s 
concerns to Eighth District 
Field Director Samm Bonawitz. 
“She was just as disgusted as 
I was with this behavior. She 
let me know that she would be 
contacting the higher-ups at the 
DFL and the Nolan campaign,” 
stated Baerg. 

Bonawitz, who now works 
for the Secretary of State’s office, 
confirmed to the Timberjay 
that she quickly contacted her 
immediate supervisor about the 
complaint but had no further 
involvement in the matter.

Baerg’s duties took him 
to several campaign offices 
throughout the sprawling dis-
trict, but he made time to visit the 
Mt. Iron office, in part to check 
into Horoshak’s complaint. 
Baerg said he personally wit-
nessed behavior similar to what 
Horoshak had described, includ-
ing “crude insinuation to Chris 
about his sexual orientation.” 
According to Baerg, Andrew 
made “repeated inappropriate 
statements in front of not just 
the canvass team but volunteers 
as well.” Baerg said he filed a 
second report to his supervisor 
confirming what he felt was 
“crude and childish behavior,” 
and said he was told that “people 
were working on how to best 
handle the situation.”

But, according to Horoshak, 
none of this was ever commu-
nicated to him. Feeling as if his 
complaint was being ignored, 
Horoshak, in mid-October, 
decided to appeal directly to 
Congressman Nolan during 
a door-knocking session in 
International Falls.  Nolan 
was scheduled to be there and 
Horoshak said he planned 
to speak directly to the 
Congressman about what he 
was experiencing. He invited 
a friend, Kayla Bjorkquist, a 
Falls resident, to join him for 
emotional support. Bjorkquist 
said she has experienced sexual 
harassment herself and that 
Horoshak had shared some of his 
experiences with her at the time, 
so she felt she understood what 
he was feeling. Bjorkquist said 
she was eager for the opportunity 
to meet Nolan. “I was a huge 
fan,” she said.

But she said her excitement 
later turned to shock as Horoshak 
was able to pigeonhole Nolan 
late that afternoon after the 
door-knocking was over, and 
described the harassment he was 
experiencing. “I witnessed the 
conversation,” said Bjorkquist. 
“Nolan stood there listening for 
a minute or so, then he laughed 
in his face.”

Bjorkquist said Nolan then 
gave Horoshak a thumbs-up 
sign, told him: “If it happens 
again, let me know,” and walked 
away.

“That struck me to the core,” 
said Bjorkquist, who said she 
took Nolan’s response as dismis-
sive and saw it as indication that 
nothing would be done. 

Horoshak said the experi-
ence was devastating. “I was 
heartbroken,” he said. 

In response to questions 
about the incident, Nolan’s 
campaign office stated that the 
Congressman “categorically 

denies having any knowledge or 
conversation with Mr. Horoshak 
about these allegations at any 
time before he contacted the 
office, at which time he took 
immediate and appropriate 
action in referring this matter 
to the DFL.”

Horoshak, Bjorkquist, and 
Horoshak’s brother, Daniel, all 
spoke to the Timberjay and all 
three say they were witness to 
the conversation with Nolan. A 
group photograph taken earlier 
in the day, and subsequently 
posted on Facebook on Oct. 13, 
2016, shows Nolan, Bjorkquist, 
and both Horoshak and his 
brother Daniel were present 
along with a number of other 
staff members and volunteers 
for the campaign event. 

Despite his complaints 
about the situation, Horoshak 
said his experience at the DFL 
field office never changed, right 
up until the campaign staff was 
laid off following the election.

Addressing the 
complaint

After forwarding the com-
plaint to Bonawitz, Nathan 
Baerg said he was later informed 
that Nolan campaign director Joe 
Radinovich would be reaching 
out to Chris over his complaint. 
“This was the last bit of infor-
mation I was given regarding 
the handling of the situation,” 
said Baerg.

Radinovich says he took 
appropriate steps to address the 
situation after he was alerted 
by Bonawitz. In late October of 
2016, he spoke to DFL Executive 
Director Corey Day to inquire 
about the party’s policy on 
such matters and said it should 
more appropriately have been 
addressed by the DFL party 
apparatus. 

“None of the three staffers 
worked for the Nolan campaign 
nor was I their supervisor, so 
as soon as I learned about the 
issue with the staffers I imme-
diately took action by calling the 
Minnesota DFL and inquiring 
as to how they typically would 
handle a situation like this that 
had occurred in the workplace,” 
said Radinovich in a statement. 
“The two staffers were verbally 
reprimanded at that time and 
the DFL later investigated the 
incident and took further action.”

According to DFL Executive 
Director Corey Day, however, 
Radinovich never passed on 
names or specifics about the 
situation but had inquired only 
about party policy on how to 
address such a situation. “He 
asked me for the handbook. It 
was my impression he was going 
to take care of it,” said Day.

Text messages from that 
period, provided by Radinovich 
to the Timberjay, describe that he 
contacted Andrew and Kyle and 
told them that harassing behavior 
“would not be tolerated.”

Radinovich’s texts also 
indicated that he planned to 
contact Horoshak and let him 
know about his conversation 
with Andrew and Kyle, although 
Radinovich could not remember 
if he’d actually made the call 
and later acknowledged that 
it may have been overlooked. 
“If I forgot to call Chris, I feel 
badly about that, but it wasn’t 
spiteful and it certainly wasn’t 

intentional.”
Horoshak said Radinovich 

never did contact him, and it 
was that lack of communication 
that fueled his sense that his 
complaint wasn’t being taken 
seriously. 

Which is why, said Horoshak, 
he continued to press the issue 
even after their post-election 
layoff. In December, Horoshak 
reached out to a friend with long 
experience in the Iron Range 
DFL, who urged him to call 
Jeff Anderson, district director 
in Nolan’s office.

Horoshak described in 
graphic detail the kind of 
harassment he had experienced, 
in a Dec. 15, 2016, email to 
Anderson. 

Later that day, Anderson 
replied: “Wow. This is the 
first that I have heard of any 
of this. This is behavior that 
Congressman Nolan would 
never tolerate. Let me look into 
this and get back in touch with 
you.”

On Jan. 21, 2017, Anderson 
wrote back to Horoshak, telling 
him that he had spoken to Corey 
Day about the situation, and 
that he had asked Day to put a 
letter of reprimand in Andrew 
and Kyle’s personnel files to 
ensure that neither worked for 
the party again. That was about 
all the party could do at the time, 
noted Anderson in his email to 
Horoshak, since both Andrew 
and Kyle had been laid off along 
with most of the campaign staff 
after the election.

“Corey also stated that the 
party will make a greater effort 
in training employees so that this 
does not happen and also make 
it clear to all staff who they can 
call… if something like this hap-
pened again,” wrote Anderson.

Horoshak said Anderson’s 
January response was encour-
aging, although he still had 
lingering questions about what 
was actually placed in the two 
men’s personnel files and what 
kind of investigation had been 
done. Still, Anderson’s response 
seemed to quell Horoshak’s 
concerns, that is until the spring 
of 2018, when Horoshak learned 
that Kyle had landed a job with 
the office of Sen. Al Franken in 
the fall of 2017 and was later 
promoted to a new position by 
Sen. Tina Smith. About the same 
time, he learned that Andrew had 
been hired (briefly) in March by 
the Radinovich campaign.

In response to inquiries from 
the Timberjay, Sen. Tina Smith’s 
office stated that the Senator had 
inherited Kyle from Franken and 
that, as of June, he no longer 
works for Smith’s office. That 
appears to have been a response 
to a phone call from Ken Martin 
alerting Smith’s office about the 
situation. Martin said he first 
learned of Horoshak’s experi-
ence  this spring when they spoke 
at two different conventions. 
That’s when he reached out to 
Smith’s office.

Radinovich, as well, said 
he didn’t learn the full details 
of Horoshak’s experience until 
they spoke for the first time 
about it this spring. Andrew, 
who Radinovich had hired in 
March, appears to have worked 
no longer than a single pay 
cycle based on Federal Election 
Commission filings reviewed 
by the Timberjay. That would 
coincide with Radinovich’s 
conversation with Horoshak.

Misunderstanding fuels 
recriminations

Martin said he has no 
doubt about the credibility of 
Horoshak’s allegations regard-
ing Andrew and Kyle.  “We 
investigated and found out the 
allegations were true,” said 
Martin.  And he said he under-
stands why Horoshak feels 
disappointed. “He was told that 
these people wouldn’t work for 
the Minnesota DFL anymore, 
and while that’s factually true, 
he’s not making the distinction 
between other elected officials 
and the DFL. I can certainly 
sympathize with him on that. 
These two guys shouldn’t work 
in politics again. What they did 
was absolutely obscene and 

crossed the line and they’re 
certainly never going to work 
for the DFL again as long as 
I’m chair.”

Yet Martin notes that the 
DFL has no actual control over 
the actions of elected officials 
or candidates, who are free to 
make their own hiring decisions 
and often don’t consult with the 
party when doing so. 

“It would be complete-
ly unfair to suggest that the 
Minnesota DFL was involved 
in those [hirings]. We didn’t get 
any sort of reference call on these 
folks. Had we gotten a reference 
call, one of the first things we 
would have done is gone through 
their personnel file and seen that 
there was a letter of reprimand 
there and we would have told 
them not to hire them because 
of this sexual harassment and 
discrimination.”

All of which highlights 
the practical challenges to zero 
tolerance in an organization like 
the DFL, particularly where the 
public often doesn’t distinguish 
between the actions of its elected 
officials and the party itself.  

Such challenges are further 
complicated by the occasional 
lack of clarity about who actually 
is in charge in a campaign office 
where employees may work for 
the party or any of a number of 
different campaigns. 

Nolan’s office, in a state-
ment, put the onus for Horoshak’s 
experience on the DFL and 
claimed that “federal campaign 
laws forbid congressional cam-
paign offices from managing or 
supervising employees of any 
independent political organiza-
tions or PAC groups – to do so 
would be a violation of federal 
campaign laws.”

While the Nolan campaign 
statement is technically correct, 
it is also misleading since the 
relationship between candidates 
and their political parties is dif-
ferent. “Parties are unique in this 
way,” Martin said, noting that 
almost all DFL campaign staff 
are hired as part of what’s known 
as a “coordinated campaign” that 
works closely in sync with the 
various endorsed candidates and 
their campaign staff. 

Even so, candidate cam-
paigns are separate entities, 
which can lead to confusion 
about who is responsible for 
addressing complaints of 
harassment or other abuse. In 
Horoshak’s case, however, it 
appears that Radinovich, who 
was directing the Nolan cam-
paign, was the first person tasked 
with actually intervening in the 
situation, and whose response 
appears to have fallen short of 
Horoshak’s expectations.

Even within the party struc-
ture, the response can be slower 
than employees suffering from 
harassment might expect. In 
Horoshak’s case, Martin said 
he’s not sure why the matter 
didn’t make it to top party 
leaders sooner and said he did not 
know about Horoshak’s earlier 
reports to his supervisors, which 
apparently never made it up the 
chain to the proper party author-
ity. “Wherever that breakdown 
occurred, that’s unacceptable,” 
Martin said. 

According to Martin, part 
of the new volunteer policy 
being implemented by the party 
will focus on ensuring that both 
employees and volunteers are 
clear about how to report abuses 
in the future. “The reason that’s 
important is because it sets up 
a process that allows victims 
and survivors of this type of 
discrimination to not only come 
forward but to easily navigate the 
process and to be able to have 
their complaints heard quickly 
and to have them resolved.”

Horoshak said he welcomes 
such changes. “I’m not out to 
hurt the DFL,” he said. “I want 
to make it better.”

Horoshak said he is moti-
vated by a desire to help others 
who have faced similar harass-
ment and discrimination in 
their lives, and to help change a 
political culture within portions 
of the DFL’s big tent which is 

A group shot at a mid-October 2016 door-knocking 
event in International Falls. The photo includes, from 
left, Kayla Bjorkquist, whose head is just visible, 
Daniel Horoshak, and Christopher Horoshak, along 
with Congressman Rick Nolan. Both Horoshaks and 
Bjorkquist told the Timberjay that Christopher appealed 
to Nolan that day for help in addressing the 
harassment he was experiencing, but that Nolan was 
dismissive of his concerns. submitted photo

See... REGRETS pg. 11
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still too accepting of the 
kind of harassment he 
experienced. He said he 
was disappointed in some 
DFL elected officials from 
the Iron Range who he 
believes overheard some 
of the talk in the Mt. Iron 
office but said nothing. 
“And I’m really disap-
pointed in Rick Nolan,” 
he said. “I didn’t expect to 
be laughed at to my face.”

Perspectives 
differ

While Horoshak and 

his brother Daniel say 
they both witnessed such 
behavior in the office 
themselves, it was not 
the experience for every-
one there. The Timberjay 
spoke to two women 
who worked nearly full-
time in the office during 
that period, who both 
said they never witnessed 
anything abusive or inap-
propriate. One of the 
women, Judy Cramerich, 
did acknowledge some 
“banter” between some of 
the people in question, but 

never felt it was malicious, 
but was more teasing in 
nature, and that Horoshak 
sometimes participated 
in it. 

“The atmosphere 
there was really good, I 
thought,” Cramerich said, 

and she was unaware that 
Horoshak had filed a com-
plaint. “If anything really 
pointed happened, I never 
witnessed it,” she said.

The Timberjay also 
reached out to both Andrew 
and Kyle. Andrew spoke at 

length but declined to go 
on the record. He generally 
expressed shock over the 
complaint and anguish 

if he had caused pain to 
Horoshak. Kyle did not 
reply to a social media 
message. 

MCEA...Continued from page 1
agencies, and legislatures 
to get environmental laws 
passed or to protect the 
laws that we have, or to 
go to court if we need to,” 
Hoffman said.

MCEA doesn’t do 
much litigation, but it is 
one more of their tools. 
“That is one thing that 
we have that is unique 
among the environmental 
non-profits. We’re really 
the only group that has 
in-house lawyers,” she 
said.

Bes ides  min ing , 
MCEA also works in the 
energy sector as well as 
agriculture. “We advo-
cate for the replacement 
of coal to be not only 
with natural gas but also 
with renewable energy. 
And Minnesota is seeing 
more hog and dairy farms 
coming in the near future. 
As much as 40 percent of 
our waters are polluted and 
most of that is from agri-
culture,” Hoffman said.

But the Tuesday 
Group crowd showed up to 
hear about copper-nickel 
mining and what MCEA 
is doing to protect the 
state’s environment as well 
as the state’s taxpayers 
from the risky PolyMet 
project, the Twin Metals 
underground proposal, and 

other foreign companies 
lining up behind them to 
extract precious metals 
from an area so close to 
the wilderness.

Minnesota  rocks 
contain deposits of copper, 
nickel, gold, palladium and 
platinum that has never 
been mined. “Part of the 
reason for that is that 
we have such low-grade 
deposits, and one has to 
dig up a lot of rock to get 
very little metal,” Hoffman 
said.

Until recently, it 
was not very econom-
ical for foreign mining 
conglomerates to even 
consider such a risky 
venture in the Minnesota 
Arrowhead region. “But, 
in 2011, copper prices 
hit record highs and the 
demand to find the copper 
in Minnesota started 
growing,” she said. 

PolyMet was the first 
one out of the gate to seri-
ously explore the possibili-
ty of copper nickel mining 
in northeast Minnesota. 
“This is pretty important 
because it sets the prec-
edent on how we move 
forward,” she said.

PolyMet has actually 
been exploring here since 
2005, called a scoping 
period on analyzing what 

an environmental review 
would look like. “In 
2010, the Department of 
Natural Resources put out 
their first draft of an EIS 
(Environmental Impact 
Statement) and it wasn’t 
very good. A lot of people 
agreed with us. A lot of 
scenarios weren’t even 
considered; for example, 
they wanted to leave the 
mine pit unmanaged,” 
she said.

Hoffman noted that 
there is no federal or state 
law that says one can’t 
build a project that has a 
bad EIS. “You can do a 
bad EIS and then build 
your project based on 
sub-par analysis. PolyMet 
didn’t do this because they 
knew that MCEA and 
other groups were ready 
to challenge that project,” 
she said. “They knew that 
was a risk they were going 
to lose, so they started 
over. Without MCEA, they 
would probably be mining 
now for several years.”

A new EIS was deemed 
adequate in 2016 and draft 
permits have been applied 
for the project. “They are 
in a comment period right 
now and that’s the last 
we heard,” Hoffman said. 
“The state has not declared 
what they are going to do 

with those comments. We 
are in a bit of a holding 
pattern while the state 
figures out the permitting 
questions.”

Meanwhile PolyMet 
has been updating some of 
their financial statements. 
MCEA attorney Kevin 
Lee explained some par-
ticulars. 

A technical report, 
issued in March 2018, 
as required by Canadian 
securities regulators, 
showed that the PolyMet 
project has an internal rate 
of return of about $945 
million, according to Lee.

“They looked at what 
their profitability will be 
if metals prices are at a 
certain level,” he said. 
The numbers are much 
high than actuality. They 
show copper at about 
$3.22 a pound and now 
we are at about $2.80 a 
pound. Likewise, they 
show nickel at $7.95 per 
pound. I think nickel is 
somewhere around $6.16 
per pound.”

He talked about the 
higher risks of copper 
-nickel mining requiring 
a higher rate of return. 
“These projects are vol-
atile. They are subject to 
metal prices swinging all 
over the place, and labor 

prices swinging all over 
the place, and investors 
typically demand a much 
higher return.”

Mining companies 
have to increase their 
volume of material mined 
to get to a higher profit 
margin. “As volumes go 
up, so do the potentials 
for accidents,” Lee said. 
“One of the problems 
that we see is these acci-
dents increase over time 
as the scale gets bigger 
and bigger. And they are 
happening more and more 
often with operations that 
are economically fragile. 
These are companies that 
are on a knife’s edge of 
profitability.”

“The question of jobs 
is more about when and 
how mining occurs,” Lee 
said. “The state has to be 
protected. When the state 
looks at financial assur-
ances, they are looking 
at our liabilities and they 
have to make sure we don’t 
go down the same path as 
Mount Polley.”

Local environmental 
advocate Becky Rom 
said world-wide copper 
mining automation is 
rapidly accelerating and 
is a huge cost saving for 
mining companies. “The 
only local employees 

these mining companies 
will have are PR (Public 
Relations) people who 
will have to deal with the 
diminished expectations 
in the local communities 
that don’t have the jobs,” 
she said.

“The economics are-
inseparable from the envi-
ronmentals,” Lee said. 
“We don’t have any jobs 
reports in the works. It is a 
very important issue. The 
automation concerns you 
talk about is a problem 
that is economy-wide and 
no one knows how to deal 
with it right now. It is very 
acute for mining.” 

A recent new strat-
egy being voiced in the 
pro-mining world is that 
copper nickel mining has 
to be done in the United 
States for national security 
reasons. Lee was hesitant 
to wade into the issue. 
“This is a real hornet’s 
nest,” he said. “We are in 
a (copper) glut right now. 
I don’t think it is an issue 
right now. Our access to 
copper supplies is not a 
national security issue, 
but 10 years from now? 
Maybe. It is difficult to 
project that far into the 
future.”
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741-3000
advoptical.com
Latest frames • Contact lenses • Open 10 - 6, M-F

Advanced Optical offers
 HOYA lenses designed 

for everyday vision 
enhancement for 

computer, Smartphone 
and Tablet users. 

Stop in today and Dr. 
Jeff and his staff 
will help you see 

things differently.

Our focus is on you!

Serving the 
Iron Range 

for more than 
25 years

Saturday, August 4 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Come paint with local artists! 
Adults and Children welcome at Whiteside Park! 

An annual event to celebrate Ely’s Donald G. Gardner Humanities Trust. 

Enriching Life in Ely! - For 29 Years! 

‘Breakfast  in  the  Garden’ 

VOTE
AUGUST 14

With Live Music!With Live Music!
Night on the PatioNight on the Patio

Wednesday Nights until Sept. 19th | 5pm-9pm

Pork Chops /  Au Gratin Potatoes   /  Green  Beans 
Music by  Bittersweet

Chicken and Sausage /  Red Beans   /  Rice 
Music by  Mel Annula

Pulled Pork /  Coleslaw / Corn on the Cob    
Dollar Buns 

Music by  Pat Surface

Hawaiian Chicken / Grilled Pineapple 
Fried Rice 

Music by  The Divas

Standard menu available 
No reservations on patio, come early! 

Inside reservations welcome 
Call 218.753.7804 

 
 

AUGUST 8TH 

AUGUST 15TH

AUGUST 22ND

AUGUST 29TH

1450 Bois Forte Rd, Tower, MN 55790 
golfthewilderness.com 

*If inclement weather, music may be cancelled

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law
Real Estate
• General Questions
• Buying/Selling
•  Easements
•  Contract for Deed
•  Property Line Problems
•  Road Maintenance/Assoc.
• Litigation

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation



REGIONAL - To 
hear President Donald 
Trump described as a 
“juvenile demagogue” by 
a Republican running for 
Congress isn’t common 
these days, but then again, 
Harry Welty is no ordi-
nary Republican, at least 
anymore, according to 
him.

“I’ve seen a lot of 
countries fail in history 
that have failed because 
the good guys went with 
the flow,” Welty said. 
“I’ve been a Republican 
for 20 years, but I am 
fed up with them. The 
[Republican] party has 
purged people like me.”

One of those “good 
guys,” according to Welty 
is his opponent, Pete 
Stauber, whom President 
Trump stumped for last 
month in Duluth.

“I point out that this 
nice guy (Stauber) is 
becoming a lap dog,” 
Welty said. “Will he have 
the independence to be a 
check on the President? 
Every vote I get that he 
doesn’t gives me hope 

that there are people who 
realize the precarious 
times we live in.”

And it’s those precari-
ous times, Welty said, that 
served as a catalyst in his 
run for the GOP’s nod, at 
the Aug. 14 primary, for 
the Eighth District in the 
upcoming midterm elec-
tions. This isn’t his first 
try at the post, he tried in 
2006 as an independent 
candidate under his own 
“Unity Party” banner.

Welty is no stranger 
to local politics either, 
serving for 12 years on 
the Duluth School Board 
and running his own polit-

ical blog, The Lincoln 
Democrat. He said the 
Duluth School Board is not 
a small job in Minnesota.

Many of Welty’s 
stances appear more in line 
with modern Democrats, 
than the GOP, and headmits 
that. He is pro-choice, and 
has been cautious to throw 
his support behind cop-
per-nickel mining because 
of what he describes as 
environmental catastro-
phes at other mining sites 
around the world. He said 
he appreciates Gov. Mark 
Dayton’s prudence on 
the matter. Although, he 
believes the technology 
exists to contain sulfide 
leaks that can cause severe 
environmental damage. 
He said he remains an 
agnostic on the issue and 
thinks the area may be 
better served by dollars 
brought in by tourism 
rather than mining. 

W e l t y  s a i d  t h e 
Republicans never used 
to think the way they do, 
and his campaign, albeit 
tiny, gives him another 
reason to at least get his 
message out to the public.

“ I ’ v e  w a t c h e d 
what’s happened in the 

Republican Party since 
I was a kid during the 
Vietnam War,” he said. 
“Back then, Roe v. Wade 
was a Republican Supreme 
Court. Eisenhower was a 
non-ideological person.”

He points to a recent 
NPR study that showed 
fewer than a fifth of the 
American people actu-
ally want Roe v. Wade 
repealed, yet it is a sole 
determining factor in 
many GOP primaries on 
who gets the nod.

Wel ty  a lso  sa id 
Republicans historically 
opposed tariffs, and yet 
have embraced them under 
the Trump administration.

“Here is  Donald 
Trump threatening all of 
the world with tariffs,” 
he said. “You don’t pick 
winners and losers and 
put the economy in peril to 
protect one industry – steel 
and mining. Tariffs are a 
blunt instrument that will 
do far more damage than 
good.”

While Roe v. Wade 
wouldn’t be decided until 
1973, Welty said the 
changes in the Republican 
Party he wants to see 
reversed began in the 1960s 

when Barry Goldwater 
was nominated as the 
party’s pick for president.

“The Republicans 
handed over the party to 
functionaries who were 
only interested in winning 
elections, and you do that 
with hot button issues – 
abortion, gun control - and 
they got into this purity 
test, and the moderates 
failed the test,” Welty 
said. “The only ones left 
are the ones who hide their 
moderation. I am running 
as a Republican the way I 
remember Republicans; I 
am a ghost from the past.”

Welty knows he is 
facing an uphill battle. 
His campaign only began 
seven weeks ago - more 
than a year after Stauber. 
His campaign has largely 
focused on the Duluth 
and surrounding St. Louis 
County areas, only a frac-
tion of the total Eighth 
District region. He hasn’t 
fundraised, and he said 
he’s only got $190 in 
his campaign war chest, 
a far cry from Stauber’s 
$800,000 and counting.

But it’s all worth it to 
him because this isn’t a 
race about winning, it’s a 

race about making a point.
“If I get 10 percent 

of the vote in Duluth, 
I’ll feel lucky,” he said. 
“The Eighth District is a 
television market I can’t 
advertise in because of my 
budget. I want everyone 
who is sick and tired with 
where the Republican 
party has gone; I want them 
to have an alternative. 
This guy (Trump) is not a 
Republican. People who 
are voting for Trump don’t 
know what the Republican 
Party stands for. All of the 
Republicans are being held 
hostage.”

And for all of those he 
views as being ignorant of 
what the GOP truly stands 
for, Welty said historians 
will look back and see 
an era that went terribly 
wrong.

“I believe that chal-
lenging a man who has 
made a mockery of 
Lincoln’s name is the best 
thing I can do right now,” 
Welty said. “Joe six-pack 
and the evangelicals will 
have plenty of opportunity 
to regret their support for 
this man, but we’ll need to 
let history play out for that 
to take place.”
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STAUBER...Continued from page 1
President Trump took 54 
percent of the vote, the first 
Republican presidential 
hopeful to take a majority 
in recent memory.

Stauber knows the 
GOP has put a lot behind 
him, but he still campaigns 
on being independent 
of the party’s wishes if 
it means the best for the 
district.

“One of the things I 
want to work on is that 
Washington understands 
rural America,” he said. 
“They are working on 
party politics, not all 
people. I want to make 
sure our kids have jobs 
and can stay and raise a 
family. I want to make 
sure our timber industry 
is successful. I want to 
make sure people can live 
the American Dream like 

I have.”
The future of the 

American Dream to 
Stauber is focused on 
two major factors, the 
economy, and public 
safety.

Stauber supports iron 
ore and copper-nickel 
mining in the region and 
stands behind Enbridge’s 
plan to replace its Line 
3 petroleum pipeline 
through the region. He 
said the projects represent 
a “way of life” to north-
eastern Minnesota.

He said President 
Trump’s tariffs are long 
overdue and will help 
improve that way of life 
on the Range.

“This should have 
been done decades ago.,” 
Stauber said. “We should 
have stopped Chinese steel 

dumping years ago. What 
President Trump is doing, 
he is putting the American 
family, the American steel 
worker first.”

And while the tariffs 
are expected to hit farmers 
hardest, Stauber said those 
in the farming commu-
nities in the district have 
told them they support 
the president’s decision 
even with the potential for 
hardship. 

“Farmers have some 
trepidation about what is 
going on,” he said, “but 
they have expressed to 
me that it is the right thing 
to do.”

On the topic of mining, 
Stauber said he breaks 
from party lines. Unlike 
many in the GOP who have 
called for de-regulation 
of government agencies 

such as the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 
Stauber said that can’t 
happen, noting his wife 
has worked with the EPA 
in the past.

S tauber  sa id  he 
knows there are risks 
from mining, such as the 
potential for dangerous 
ground water contamina-
tion from sulfides, but he 
said the technology and 
regulation are present to 
ensure mining companies 
remain safe provided they 
follow the rules.

When it comes to 
public safety, Stauber said 
he is lending his career as 
a police officer to push 
back against the national 
opioid crisis.

“I am the only candi-
date that has had to deliver 
a death notice,” he said. 

“Prevention is critical. 
We have to lessen the 
demand (for drugs). Not 
only young people, older 
people are being overly 
prescribed opioid drugs. 
When you are selling drugs 
that are killing people, 
you have to pay a price 
for that.”

Stauber said those 
who commit drug crimes, 
especially those who are 
charged with dealing 
the substances, should 
face federal prosecution, 
when possible, since those 
sentences are generally 
tougher.

Ensuring the port of 
Duluth receives federal 
security funds is also a 
chief concern. The city 
does not currently receive 
funding even though it is 
a major port of entry for 

foreign imports.
When it comes to 

his lone GOP challeng-
er, Harry Welty, who 
has been highly critical 
of Stauber’s support of 
President Trump, Stauber 
said he hasn’t paid atten-
tion. 

 “I’ve been campaign-
ing for over a year and 
not hearing a lot about 
Trump controversy on the 
campaign trail,” Stauber 
said. “I can’t speak for him 
(Trump). What he is doing 
for the economy, optimism 
is at an all-time high right 
now. I have always been an 
independent thinker. I will 
always put the people of 
the district first no matter 
what.”

2018 Kia Forte ........................................................................................... $15,990
2017 Nissan Frontier - 4x4 ....................................................................... $25,990
2015 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD ........................................................... $25,990
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD - local one owner trade ...................... $16,990
2015 Ram 1500 Big Horn Crew Cab - low miles ...................................... $29,990
2014 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT Crew - Boss snowplow ..................... $28,990
2010 Dodge Grand Caravan - low miles ................................................... $11,990
2007 GMC Yukon XL - loaded 4x4 ............................................................ $13,990

2018
Chevy Impala LT

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn Koski Les Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

2018 Chevy Silverado
1500 LT Crew Cab

3.6L V-6, heated seats, heated steering 
wheel, 4G LTE Wi-Fi

V-8, heated seats, “All Star” edition, 
towing package

SALE PRICE 
$26,452*

MSRP $33,065 MSRP $50,205
SALE PRICE 
$43,176*

*Includes GMF down payment assistance, must finance with GM Financial to qualify.
 See dealer for details.

NLAA
PRESENTS

This activity is made possible in part by a grant from the 

August 3 & 4 , 7pm • VCC Fine Arts Theater

Multimedia Dance Performance
 with Live Music by 

Irene Hart�eld, Accidental Ensemble, 
Joey Kenig & more!

Questions? Please contact us at 715-418-9106 or molson727@gmail.com
or check out the FB page @watere�ect 

Reserve tickets online           @watere�ect

Water Art Exhibit
in the lobby

during the show

and the
“Cool & Creative

Get Together” from

Harry Welty: A ghost in his own party
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

ELECTION 2018

Harry Welty
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NORTH STAR STAMPEDE

FUNDRAISING

BWCAW INJURY

Blueberry pie factory
Annual Kiwanis fundraiser a small-town miracle

Clockwise from top left:
Ouch! Rodeo clown Tejay Wo-
jchowski takes a bull’s horn 
where it hurts while trying to 
protect a rider; kids can’t resist 
the urge to climb on the rails; 
rider Sam Bell hangs on to his 
high-kicking bronco; Jennifer 
Hasskamp-Schneider makes the 
rounds in the barrel competi-
tion; an unidentified bull rider is 
going to wake up sore the next 
morning after landing on his 
head with an angry bull coming 
up behind.

RODEO!
Annual Effie 
event always 
draws a crowd

Photos by Pam Wettering

ELY – A behind-the-scenes 
miracle happens every year leading 
up to the Blueberry/Art Festival. 
A dedicated group of volunteers 
gather to make hundreds of blue-
berry pies that are sold by the Ely 
Kiwanis Club.

For three afternoons in the 
kitchen of the Ely-Bloomenson 
Community Hospital, a regular pie 
factory is in operation to produce 
the festival namesake.

This year as many as 540 blue-
berry pies were made, using 900 
pounds of frozen wild blueberries. 
A prepared bottom crust is used 
and the top crust is rolled out and 
placed over the filling and racks 
and racks of pies are baked, filling 
a good portion of the hospital with 
the unmistakable aroma of fresh 
blueberry pie.

This year as many as nine 
volunteers spent lots of hours on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
producing the pies, including 
Roger Pekuri, Gwen Bakken, 
Trudy Stavitz, Susan Smith, B.J. 
Kobierski, Jean and Carl Stueland, 

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

See FACTORY...pg 2B

Above: Jean and Carl 
Stueland and Jeannette 
Palcher apply the top crust 
in preparation for baking.

Right: B. J. Kobierski adds 
the pie filling. 

The St. Louis County 
Rescue Squad responded to 
an injury report near Upper 
Pauness Lake in the BWCAW 
on July 25. A Boy Scout troop 
reported the injury on a satellite 
phone they had brought along 
on their trip.

One of the fathers with the 
group was experiencing severe 
neck pain. The initial report 
indicated the pain had started 
while portaging on July 24, and 
the pain was getting progres-
sively worse to the point it was 
impairing his ability to walk.

Rescuers made contact 
with the U.S. Forest Service 
in hopes of getting one of the 
agency’s Beaver float planes 
to assist in the rescue, once 
medical staff in Ely made the 
decision that an evacuation 
would most likely be neces-
sary. 

After their arrival, rescuers 
found that the victim  was able 
to walk. He reported a prior 
medical history of serious 
neck problems requiring care. 
He moved about holding his 
neck in a guarded way and 
complained of pain. With the 
inability to rule out spinal 
impairment, rescuers decided 
to continue evacuation party 
and bring the patient into Ely 
Hospital.

The victim, upon hearing 
he would be flown out, protest-
ed that he would not go without 
his 15-year-old son.  

There were strong winds 
and the pilot began to assess 
the situation. The pilot was 
able to determine a safe way 
to deal with the flight out and 
all parties were prepped and 
the victim was loaded.

Given the wind and load,  
the pilot requested others 
paddle over to the nearby 
portage into Lower Pauness. 
This afforded the Beaver a 
preferred and safer take off 
flight pattern. The group was 
flown back to the Ely Sea Plane 
Base and the victim and his 
son were turned over to Ely 
Ambulance and transported to 
the Ely Hospital.

Rescue squad 
handles a pain 
in the neck

photos by K. Vandervort

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor
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 Briefly

DWI laws now stiffened for 
snowmobiles, boats, and ATVs

TARGETING LOCAL BUSINESSES

FACTORY...Continued from page 1B
Jeannette Palcher and Jo 
Ellyn Murphy.

When that task was 
done, several volunteers 
took turns at the Kiwanis 
pavilion at Whiteside Park 
cutting and serving slices of 
blueberry pie for the thou-
sands of festival visitors. 
“Every whole pie we sell 
means one less we have 
to cut up,” said Kobierski. 
“And don’t forget the ice 
cream!”

ELY – Three Ely mining 
supporters camped in front 
of Piragis Northwoods Co. 
last Thursday afternoon to 
protest the fact that the long-
time outfitter is “trying to kill 
our jobs and future.”

Steve Saari ,  Mike 
Banovetz and Tim Beaudry 
spent several hours in front 
of the business with various 
signs.

“These outfitters, and 
Piragis isn’t the only one, but 

he’s the biggest one, don’t 
know anything other than liti-
gation, Banovetz said. “They 
have high-priced lawyers 
that work for them pro bono 
and file a new lawsuit every 
time they (PolyMet and 
Twin Metals) make prog-
ress toward exploring cop-
per-nickel mining up here.”

One banner taped to the 
back end of a vehicle indi-
cated that Piragis “is afraid 
of the science.” Banovetz 
explained, “Let the science 
at least be allowed to happen 
and we will see how the 

whole thing will work out. 
We can keep our water 
clean.”

Store officials said the 
protest has happened before. 
Steve Piragis was out of 
town and unavailable for 
comment.

Mining supporters protest Piragis on busy weekend
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Right: Mike Banovetz, 
Tim Beaudry and Steve 
Saari greeted visitors 
to Ely last week with 
pro-mining signs in 
front of Piragis 
Northwoods Co. 
photo by K. Vandervort

REGIONAL – A loop-
hole will close this week in 
Minnesota’s DWI statutes. 
“Little Alan’s Law” took 
affect Wednesday that 
would close an enforce-
ment gap allowing drivers 
convicted of driving under 
the influence to retain off-
road driving privileges.

“This legislation pro-
vides more consistent 
application of DWI laws 
regardless of the vehicle 
driven,” Col. Rodmen 
Smith said. “We have a 
zero tolerance for people 
who endanger their own 

lives, or that of others. 
This legislations makes our 
roadways and waterways 
much safer in the state of 
Minnesota.”

T h e  l a w  w a s 
enacted following the 
death of 8-year-old Alan 
Geisenkoetter. He was 
struck and killed by Eric 
Coleman who was riding 
a snowmobile under the 
influence despite having 
numerous DWIs on his 
record.

The new law not only 
extends to off-road vehi-
cles, but to watercraft as 
well, and was widely sup-
ported by many outdoor 
activities associations.

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

Jo Ellyn Murphy pulls a batch of pies out of the oven. Members of 
the Kiwanis Club bake over 500 pies every year for sale during the 
Blueberry/Art Festival.  photo by K. Vandervort
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This limited second edition 
will be available 
in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s 
most definitive history!

Coming
Soon...

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area
Written by Marshall Helmberger

Published by the Timberjay

g

 Just 
$2995 

A Regional Favorite

in hardcover

 

 Call today to reserve your copies!



Audrey I. Bakk
Audrey I. Schelde 

Bakk, 84, of Cook, 
passed away peacefully 
on Monday, July 23, 2018, 
at the Cook Hospital. 
Per Audrey’s wishes, a 
private graveside service 
will be held at the Cook 
Community Cemetery, 
where she will be laid to 
rest beside her beloved 
husband. The family 
wishes any memorials to 
be sent to the W.C. Heiam 
Hospital Foundation, 
https://heiamfoundation.
org. Arrangements are 
with Mlaker Funeral 
Home of Cook.

 Audrey was born at 
home on Oct. 10, 1933, in 
Linden Grove, to Ivar and 
Lillian (Eilola) Schelde. 
She grew up in the Cook 
area where she attended 
public school.  She was 
united in marriage to 
Melvin A. Bakk on Oct. 
3, 1953, in Cook. Sadly, 
Melvin passed away on 
Oct. 20, 2013.

Audrey was a devoted 
wife and mother, staying 
home to raise her chil-
dren. She loved to cook 
and bake, and after her 
children were raised, her 
love of cooking led her to 
a lifetime career of serving 
others with her culinary 
talents. She worked as a 
cook at Camp Vermilion as 
well as the Cook Hospital 
and Cook School, where 
she remained for 23 
years, spreading her joy 
of cooking to all the 
children she loved so 
dearly. In retirement she 
continued to cook at the 
Laurentian Environmental 
Learning Center. Audrey 
most enjoyed being with 
family and caregiving.  
She enjoyed spending 
time at the family cabin on 
Lake Vermilion and was a 
lifelong member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Cook.

Audrey is survived 
by a sister, Coralie (Pete) 
Hakala of Auburn, Wash.; 
brother, Martin Schelde 
of Columbia Heights; 
son, Senator Tom (Laura) 
Bakk of Lake Vermilion-
Cook; daughter, Vicki 
Bakk of Blaine; four 
grandchildren, Michael 
Bakk of Mt. Iron, Mark 
(Andrea) Bakk of Saginaw, 
Elizabeth (Rory) Giorgi of 
Denver, Colo., and Adam 
Giorgi of Minneapolis; 
two step-grandchildren, 
Holly (Joel) Hassenzahl 
and Peter DeRose; four 
grea t -grandchi ldren , 
B e n j a m i n ,  C o o p e r , 
Cassidy and Avery; three 
step-great-grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends.

Audrey was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
husband, Melvin Bakk; 
two children, Timothy 
Bakk and Sara Bakk; and 
two sisters, Nancy Polman 
and Lillian Luepke.

George J. Rykyto 
George J. Rykyto, 

90, of Ely, passed away 
on Tuesday, July 31, 
2018, at Boundary Waters 
Care Center in Ely. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 4 at 
St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Ely, with visi-
tation being held one hour 
prior to the service at the 

church. Family arrange-
ments have been entrusted 
to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely. 

Liam C. Wilson
Liam Christopher 

Wilson, 22, of Virginia, 
formerly of Minneapolis, 
passed away on Friday, 
July 27, 2018. A memorial 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 4 
at Mlaker Funeral Home 
in Cook. Visitation will be 
held one hour prior to the 
service. Interment will be 
in the Leiding Cemetery, 
with lunch to follow at 
the Orr American Legion 
in Orr. Memorials to the 
family are preferred. 

Liam loved his family, 
friends, hockey, and cre-
ating art and music. He 
was an avid sports fan and 
loved the Minnesota Wild 
and the Vikings. His sib-
lings were especially dear 
to him and he also doted 
on and adored his nephew 
and niece. He loved his 
brothers and sisters deeply 
and the feeling was mutual. 
He always stood up for the 
underdog. He shared his 
creativity with everyone 
by writing, sharing and 
recording rap songs with 
deep emotional expres-
sion. These expressions 
were his gift of light to us. 
Liam was a unique young 
man with a tender heart, 
a ready smile and great 
charm. The multitude of 
heartfelt expressions of 
grief at his passing is a 
testament to the effect he 
had on so many people.

Liam was a son, 
brother, grandson, nephew, 
and friend who lives on in 
our hearts and memories. 
Our family is experiencing 
irreconcilable grief for 
the loss of Liam so early 
in his life. Liam was a 
beautiful young man who 
appreciated the beauty of 
life and the beauty in art, 
nature, fashion, friendship 
and music. When you feel 
a sense of beauty, creativ-
ity, a sense of humor or a 
kind-hearted action, you 
are experiencing the spirit 
of our beloved Liam, a 
young man who was taken 
too soon.

Liam is survived by 
his parents, Jesselynn 
Lee and Robert Wilson; 
siblings, Rachel, Nicholas, 
Erinn, Tyler and Gabriel; 
Rachel’s children, Robert 
and Rhea; grandparents, 
Marjory (Michael) Wood 
and Robert (Randi) Lee; 
aunts, uncles, cousins and 
many friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his uncles, Casey 
and Trevor Wilson. 

Charles Mistek
Charles Mistek, 82, of 

Ely, passed away on Jan. 
14, 2018, at Essentia-St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Duluth. 
A Celebration of Life will 
be held at the family cabin 
on the Echo Trail in Ely at 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 4. 
Arrangements are entrust-
ed to Kerntz Funeral Home 
of Ely.

He is survived by 
his wife, Jackie Pecore 
Mistek of Ely; daughters, 
Toni (Kevin) Fischer of 
North Mankato, Amy 
Fontenot of San Antonio, 
Texas, and Betsy Mistek 
of Duluth; grandchildren, 

Nick (Stephanie) Fischer 
and Mollie Fischer; 
great-grandson, Beau 
Fischer; sister, Gloria 
(John) Seliga of Ely; 
and many more family 
members and friends.

Allona E. Nelson 
Allona E. Nelson 

passed away on Monday, 
July 30, 2018, surrounded 
by family and friends. A 
memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 4 at the Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Virginia.

She is survived by her 
husband of 44 years, Edwin 
Nelson Jr. of Embarrass; 
children, Donice (Nathan) 
Haeuser, Ardin (Peggy) 
Nelson, Deannda Nelson 
and Drenelle (Marco) 
Trevino; granddaughters, 
Cara Anne and Stacy Mae 
Haeuser; her mother and 
siblings.

Bayard T. French, 
M.D.

Bayard T. French, 
M.D. ,  92,  formerly 
of Hibbing and Lake 
V e r m i l i o n - T o w e r , 
passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, July 26, 
2018, at Hope Hospice 
House in Cape Coral, 
Fla. A celebration of 
Bayard’s life will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 27 from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Androy 
Hotel, 502 E Howard St. 
in Hibbing. Memorials in 
lieu of flowers can be sent 
to Hope Hospice House, 
2430 Diplomat Pkwy. E, 
Cape Coral, FL 33909; 
Minnesota Public Radio, 
480 Cedar St., St. Paul, 
MN 55101; or Planned 
Parenthood of Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota, 671 Vandalia 
St., St. Paul, MN 55114.  
Cards can be sent to the 
French Family, c/o Nelson 
T. French, 5418 Rocky 
Wall Rd., Silver Bay, MN 
55614.

Bayard was born in 
Des Moines, Iowa, on 
Aug. 14, 1925. He was 
raised in Des Moines and 
graduated from Roosevelt 
High School. After serving 
in the U.S. Army during 
World War II, he graduat-
ed from Grinnell College. 
While at Grinnell, he 
met Barbara Wetherell, 
with whom he shared a 
marriage of 54 years until 
her death in 2004. Bayard 
received his MD degree 
from the University of 
Iowa Medical School, 
completed his medical 
residency at St. Luke’s 
Hospital in Duluth, and 
practiced family medicine 
at the Adams Clinic in 
Hibbing for 37 years.

Bayard was active in 
the medical community 
in Hibbing and provided 
cradle-to-grave medical 
care for his patients. He 
practiced medicine in an 
era where early-morning 
and late-night house calls 
were routine, and he often 
accepted knitted mittens or 
a loaf of potica as payment 
from patients who could 
not afford their medical 
bills. He received the most 
joy from his practice of 
obstetric medicine. He 
assisted in the delivery of 
thousands of infants over 
the years, and a genera-
tion later delivered the 

babies of those babies. 
To ensure that people in 
northern Minnesota had 
access to excellence in 
medical care, he partic-
ipated in the develop-
ment of the University 
of Minnesota Medical 
School, Duluth Campus, 
which was founded in 
1972 to serve the needs 
of rural Minnesota and 
Native American commu-
nities. As a clinical pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Family Practice at the 
University of Minnesota, 
he provided scores of 
medical students, interns, 
and residents with expe-
riences in family practice 
and rural medicine. For 
these efforts he received 
the John E. Verby Award 
for Meritorious Teaching 
from the University of 
Minnesota in 1987.

Bayard’s medical 
practice also focused on 
end-of-life medical care 

and he served as 
the medical director 
for Hillcrest Nursing 
Home in Hibbing. In 
1983, he and Barbara 
spent time in England 
on a Bush Foundation 
Fellowship to study 
hospice and palliative 
medical care. Armed 
with this knowledge, 
he helped estab-
lish the North Star 
Hospice (Fairview 

Range Homecare and 
Hospice) in Hibbing in 
1984, where he served as 
the first medical director 
and a member of the Board 
of Directors for a decade. 
Bayard also contributed 
his time and talent as a 
member and leader for 
many health organiza-
tions including the Mesabi 
Range Medical Center, the 
LEE Center, the Minnesota 
Medical Association, the 
Minnesota Academy of 
Family Practice, and the 
Range Medical Society.

Bayard was equally 
passionate about the 
social, economic, and 
cultural development of 
Hibbing and the Iron 
Range. He was a commu-
nity leader and very active 
with the Hibbing Chamber 
of Commerce, serving as 
President in 1982, where 
he was a strong proponent 
of expanding and diversi-
fying the economic base 
beyond the mining indus-
try.  He participated in other 
community organizations 
including Community 
Concerts, Hibbing Rotary, 
United Way of Northeast 
Minnesota and Winter 
Frolic. In the 1977 Winter 
Frolic he was named 
Titan of Taconite. He and 
Barbara were connois-
seurs of both sacred and 
secular pipe organ music 
and supported the renova-
tion of the historic Barton 
organ in the Hibbing High 
School auditorium. They 
were also active supporters 
of Minnesota Public Radio 
and worked with others to 
establish WIRN/WIRR in 
Buhl to make public radio 
available to listeners on the 
Iron Range. Bayard was a 
member and Elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church 
in Hibbing.

Bayard’s favorite 
place in the world was 
Lake Vermilion in north-
ern Minnesota, which he 
first visited in 1930 when 
he was five years old. He 
returned to the lake every 
summer through 2016. He 
enjoyed boating, canoe-
ing, fishing and sailing. 
He introduced family and 
friends to the many bays, 
coves, islands, and inlets 
of Lake Vermilion, and 
shared his encyclopedic 
knowledge of the lake’s 
history with all. In 1999, he 
spearheaded the formation 

of the Birch Point Interior 
Association, dedicated to 
the long-term protection of 
80 acres of unique forest on 
Birch Point. Bayard served 
on the Board of Directors 
and led the organization in 
several terms as Chair of 
the Board. 

Bayard loved travel-
ing, and his trips took him 
to England, Europe, and 
Brazil, and many states 
in the U.S., including 
a 1994 bucket-list trip 
navigating the Erie Canal 
with Barbara in their boat 
the Hunky Dory.

Bayard is survived 
by his four sons, Nelson 
(Marilyn) of Silver Bay, 
Jeffrey (Mary Lincoln) 
of Omaha, Neb., Gregg 
(Donna) of Hibbing and 
Russell  (Amy Core) 
of Orlando, Fla.; eight 
grandchildren, Jessica, 
Cary, Bryan, Chantelle, 
Andy, Aaron, Taylor and 
Anna; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; and his companion 
for eight years, Carol 
Townsend.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Barbara; 
parents, Leslie and Carrie 
French; and four sisters, 
Elizabeth, Catherine, 
Louise and Cidney. He 
was also preceded in death 
by the canine love of his 
life, Precious.

Conrad J. Rones
Conrad Joseph Rones, 

79, of Soudan, entered into 
rest at St. Mary’s in Duluth 
on Tuesday, July 31, 2018. 
A Celebration of Life will 
be held at McKinley Park 
Campground at a later 
date.

Conrad was born on 
June 6, 1939, to Abraham 
and Martha (Peterson) 
Rones in Virginia and 
grew up in the Tower-
Soudan area. He worked 
for many years as a super-
visor for Alber’s Sheet 
Metal in Minneapolis. It 
was there he met his wife, 
Celesta “Pete”, whom he 
married in 1991. Upon his 
retirement from Alber’s, 
Conrad and Pete moved 
back to Soudan, where 
he enjoyed working for 
Breitung Township as a 
Supervisor. He considered 
his greatest accomplish-
ments to be the things 
done within the commu-
nity. His favorite things 
to do included hunting 
and fishing with his best 
friends, John Salo and 
Bob Puglesa; watching 
the Tower-Soudan Golden 
Eagles sporting teams with 
his daughter, Chyenne; 
visiting at McKinley Park 
Campground; and check-
ing on the happenings in 
town.

Conrad is survived by 
his wife, Celesta; daugh-
ters, Kelly (Dan) and 
Chyenne (James Andrew); 
sons, John (Esther), 
Harry and David; eight 
grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
brother and sister.

Scott M. Hanson
Scott Michael Hanson, 

55, of Eveleth, died unex-
pectedly on Thursday, 
July 26, 2018, at the 
University of Minnesota 
Cardiac Care Center sur-
rounded by family. A 
Memorial Gathering and 
Celebration of Life were 
held on Friday, Aug. 3 in 
the Leonidas Community 
Center in Leonidas-West 
Eveleth.

Scott is survived by 
his loving wife, AnnMarie, 
sons, Tanner and Brock, 
and daughter, Baylee, all 
of Eveleth; parents, Alvin 
and Sandy Hanson of 
Embarrass; brothers, Todd 
(Mary Jo) Hanson of Two 
Harbors and Chad Hanson 
of Chandler, Texas; sisters, 
Kristie (Joe) Bissonette of 
Mt. Iron and Kari (Corey) 
Anderson of Coon Rapids; 
father- and mother-in-
law, Richard and Suzie 
Maddern of Eveleth; 
brothers-in-law, Jim (Kris) 
Maddern of Victoria and 
Joseph Maddern of Ft. 
Myers, Fla.; sister-in-law, 
G’na (Johnny) Tuomala of 
West Eveleth; and many 
nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Edith Uppman
E d i t h  P e a r s o n 

Uppman, 102, of Virginia, 
formerly a longtime resi-
dent of Babbitt, died on 
Tuesday, July 24, 2018, at 
the Virginia Convalescent 
Center. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at 12 noon 
on Saturday, Aug. 4 at 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Babbitt. A 
gathering time for family 
and friends will begin at 
11 a.m. Family services 
are provided by Bauman 
Vermilion, a Bauman 
Family Funeral Home in 
Tower. 

She is survived by her 
children, Doreen (Nathan) 
Lundgren of Brainerd, 
Carolyn (Bill) Surla of 
Duluth, Phyllis (Fabrice) 
Florin of Mill Valley, 
Calif., Marge (Tony) 
Bartovich of Eveleth and 
Andrew Uppman of Maple 
Grove; 13 grandchildren; 
22 great-grandchildren; 
four great-great grand-
children; and many, many 
nieces and nephews. 
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A Note From Conrad Rones

To those I have loved and left behind,
Please don’t cry for me
For cancer no longer has a hold
And I have been set free.
I know it was kind of sudden
And maybe you couldn’t see,
But I am so much better now
So please don’t cry for me.

I want to tell you thank you
For everything you have done,
Better friends no man could have
Than mine, each and every one.
Some of you have helped me out,
Some have helped out Pete,
Both of which made all the difference
And touched my heart down deep.

Smile now, tell the stories
That will keep you from the tears.
I know that there are lots to tell,
I have done much in my many years.
Take a break at 1:00 though,
Let me get myw nap....
Maybe just half an hour....
I can live with that.

Chyenne M. Harris 7-31-18



Gilbert City-Wide 
Garage Sale on 
Aug. 3 and 4

GILBERT- Gilbert’s 
14th Annual City-Wide 
Garage Sale will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 
3 and 4. Hours are 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Friday and 8 
p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. 

Maps will be available 
at Woody’s Knotty Pine 
Liquor Store and at the 
Gilbert Public Library. 
Food vendors will be set up 
in the Knotty Pine parking 
lot and local restaurants 
will be offering breakfast 
and lunch specials.

Sons of Norway 
annual picnic set 
for Sunday, Aug. 5

VIRGINIA- Sons of 
Norway Haarfager Lodge 
40 will hold their annual 
potluck picnic at noon 
on Sunday, Aug. 5, at the 
Italian American building 
in Olcott Park.  Beverages 

and table service will be 
provided.  Please bring a 
dish to share and a serving 
utensil. There will be an 
opportunity to participate 
in the Norwegian game of 
Kubb. Anyone interested 
in Norwegian culture is 
welcome to attend.

WINTON – Despite the 
wailing, cursing, crying, yelling 
and complaining about the gov-
ernment, the end of a United 
States Post Office located in 
the tiny city of Winton outside 
of Ely is here.

A large portion of the city’s 
population, 50-plus, attended 
a special Winton City Council 
meeting last Wednesday to make 
a last-ditch, desperate attempt to 
keep the community gathering 
place intact.

It appeared to be an exercise 
in futility. The future of mail 
delivery in Winton was appar-
ently made earlier in the week. 
The local postmaster from Ely, 
Susan Maki, and Winton Mayor 
Kathy Brandau had together 
come to an agreement that a 
Contract Postal Unit, described 
as a cluster of as many as 88 
key-operated postal boxes, will 
be installed on city property. And 
they apparently decided on the 
location - behind the local bar.

Residents will keep their 
original post office box numbers 
and the city of Winton will keep 
its 55796 zip code.

Try as they might, many 
Winton residents pleaded with 
the city council (and Maki who 
was connected to the meeting 
by telephone) to keep their old 
post office, operated out of the 
Fat Chicken Feed Store for the 
past 17 years, or to have the P.O. 
boxes located somewhere else in 
town, like at the new Community 
Center/Clerk’s office or at the 
playground.

Brandau spoke for a silent 
city council that seemed to know 
about the impending action by 
the post office before the meeting 
even started, and unanimously 
agreed with the U.S. Postal 
Service’s decision. Their bless-
ing on the action was not really 

needed. “The Postal Service 
is going to do what the Postal 
Service wants,” Brandau said 
prior to the start of the meeting. 
“Nobody likes change, change 
happens every day, and this is 
change.”

It all started with a terse 
statement posted to the Facebook 
page of the Fat Chicken Feed 
Store and Greenhouse on 
Wednesday, July 18. “Sorry to 
inform all Winton residents and 
postal customers, but we are no 
longer a Contract Post Office.” 

Later in the week, Bret 
Janeksela said, “We were forced 
to choose between our current 
postal jobs and the Contract 
Post Office.” Bret and his wife, 
Jennifer, own the Winton busi-
ness. Bret is also a mail carrier 
for the USPS in Ely. Janet runs 
the post office in Soudan.

“We couldn’t do both under 
a clause in the contract. I am sure 
going to miss each and every one 
of you. It was a great 17 years.” 
The news hit the community 
of Winton like an earthquake. 

“I had four hours to make up 
my mind about keeping the 
Post Office going for Winton 
or giving up my job as a postal 
carrier in Ely,” Janeksela said. I 
feel really terrible for the com-
munity.”

Brandau didn’t have many 
answers for the Winton commu-
nity last week. “They said Bret 
was being paid twice and that 
is a conflict of interest. It was 
done to protect the interests of 
the Postal Service.”

“That’s a crock,” said Mike 
Banovetz, one of the audience 
members. He soon left the 
gathering.

“For me, it was a no-brain-
er. I have to keep my job as a 
carrier,” Janeksela. “Having the 
Post Office contract was never 
about the money. It worked out 
to about $24 a day for us. I did 
this for our community.”

Brandau said she agreed 
with Maki that the best option 
for Winton is to allow the USPS 
to install a bank of postal boxes 
for mail access in town. “You 

will keep your same box number 
and we keep our zip code. You 
can pick up your mail any time 
of the day you want and you can 
mail letters any time you want. 
There will even be a way for 
getting packages here,” she said.

Many residents, comparing 
the town with a population of less 
than 200, to large urban areas, 
complained about the impending 
vandalism and mail theft that 
will come to Winton with the 
change to outside postal boxes. 
They called for more street 
lighting and security cameras for 
the proposed mail box location. 
Someone even called for a roof 
over the structure to keep out the 
rain and snow.

“Multiple boxes in close 
proximity makes it a higher 
value target for identity theft,” 
said Carl Karasti.

For the foreseeable future, 
Winton residents must pick up 
their mail in Ely. 

A letter from Ely Postmaster 
Susan Maki, posted in the 
window of the Fat Chicken Store 

says, “Until further notice, All 
POB (Post Office Box) mail 
will be held at the Ely PO for 
pickup. In the next few days 
you will be informed of future 
plans and all available options 
regarding Post Office Box and 
Retail service. We apologize for 
this inconvenience.”

Brandau said she was 
told that the mailboxes would 
be installed “in two or three 
weeks.” She said she will contact 
Minnesota Power about install-
ing a street light in the vicinity.

Janeksela was resigned to 
the fact that the USPS has com-
plete control of the issue. “The 
city council can come up with 
what they want, but ultimately, 
the decision will be made by the 
Postal Service and we will all 
have to live with it.”

“If a private business ran 
their business like the U.S. 
Postal Service runs, they would 
be out of business,” said Scott 
Kellerman.

WINTON

No new post office location for Winton residents
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NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

 
Creating a Sacred Path for Families & Future Generations 

August 29th and 30th, 2018 (8am – 4pm) 
Location: Fortune Bay Resort & Casino 

Please join us in learning from experienced presenters in their professions regarding 
Violence Against Women ACT (VAWA) 

by enhancing coordination between 
Tribal, State, & Federal jurisdiction to include VAWA Special Domestic Violence Jurisdiction 

 
Training Hosted By: 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa - Victim Services 

 
Who Should Attend? 

Judges, prosecutors, attorneys, tribal court staff, law enforcement, social workers, tribal Indian 
child welfare, victim services advocates, county officials, tribal government employees, and 

those interested in learning about Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 
 

To Register Contact:   
Suzanne (612) 205-5472 or Panda (218) 757-3295 

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                       

TUESDAY NITE LIVE •AUGUST 7

         Sponsored by the Ely Chamber of Commerce  •  www.ely.org

2-3:30pm ......Dorothy Molter Museum: Camp
......................KWITCHURBELIAKIN Outdoors
......................Activities & Crafts for kids age 4-12
......................Theme is “Root Beer”
2-5pm ...........Pioneer Mine/Ely Arts & Heritage:
......................Historic Ely Pioneer Mine Museum Open
2:30pm ..........Chocolate Moose: Loony Day
3-5pm ............Piragis:Book Signing-Author Martha Phillips
5-7pm ...........Whiteside Park: Ely Farmers & Art Market
5-6pm ...........Ely Folk School: Canoe Museum Tour
6-9pm ...........Ely Folk School: Birch Bark Canoe Building (Come watch)
6-9pm ...........Rockwood: Music-Washboard Road
6-10pm .........Zaverl’s: Karaoke with Ely Ed 
5:30-6:30pm .Mealey’s Tiki Deck: Music-Steve Hornstein (“Shagawa Shorty”)
7-9pm .............Mealey’s Tiki Deck: Music-Blues Boogie, Jeff Cerniak,
..................... Earl Bulinski, Al Oikari

by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor Key-operated outdoor post office boxes to be installed on city-owned land

Over 50 Winton residents attended a meeting on the future of post office service, after the contract post office at Fat 
Chicken Store was unexpectedly shut down. photo by K. Vandervort

TOWER- Senior Bingo will be held in Tower 
on Monday, Aug. 6 at the Tower Civic Center from 
11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a $10 charge for the 
bingo party, which includes lunch. All ages are 
welcome to attend this community event. Lunch is 
served starting at 11:45 a.m., and bingo begins at 
12:45 p.m. Senior Bingo is organized by the Friends 
of the Vermilion Country Charter School.  Questions, 
call Jodi Summit at 218-753-2950.

Upcoming dates for 2018:
Monday, Sept. 10 (second Monday)
Monday, October 1
Monday, November 5
Monday, December 3
No bingo in January 2019

TOWER BINGO
Monday, Aug. 6



BIGFORK- Three 
master weavers, Jacki 
Bedworth, Fred Kogler, 
and Cathryn Peters will 
be sharing their skills and 
answering your questions 
at an open house recep-
tion at the Edge Center 
for the Arts on Friday, 
Aug. 3 from 5 to 7 p.m.  
The gallery is delighted 
to present this exhibi-
tion of these local master 
weavers for your enjoy-
ment. The baskets will 
be on display from Aug. 
2 through Sept. 1.

Art or craft, craft or 
art? Which came first? 
That question has vexed 
our conversations since 

the first stone implement 
was hacked out of a piece 
of rock.  It seems that 
every item mankind has 
ever produced has sooner 
or later been embellished, 
enhanced or decorated 
and turned into a more 

sophisticated form and 
called “art.”  Utilitarian 
items take on an entirely 
new form and meaning 
and are celebrated for 
being “even better” for 
the addition of creative 
embellishments. 

Case in point- the 
subject of the latest exhi-
bition at the Edge Center 
for the Arts in Bigfork.  
Basic materials used to 
transport just about any-
thing have been altered 
in such ways as to com-
pletely transform their 
utility into something 
far beyond their original 
intent.

ELY - The pack dynam-
ics of the Exhibit Pack at 
the International Wolf Center  
reached a milestone last week. 
According to staff reports, 
Aidan, pack leader for the last 
seven years, was transitioned 
into retirement following a com-
plete health assessment.

Aidan became the pack 
leader in February 2011. “That 
happened when Maya, the dom-
inant female at the time, chose 
Aidan over Denali and Grizzer 
to be the successor of our former 
pack leader, Shadow, who was 
retired at 10 years of age due 
to health reasons,” said Wolf 
Curator Lori Schmidt.

The decision to retire Aidan 
was months in the making. 
“There was no one event that 
made this change happen,” she 
said. “It was a series of interac-
tions that affected his confidence 
and ultimately resulted in a pack 
that started to form around him. 
The first sign of testing for status 
started with the maturation of the 
Axel and Grayson, who began 
testing for rank last fall and con-
tinued as they reached maturity. 
between 18-24 months.”

Many people had contact-
ed Schmidt to ask why she 
didn’t pull him out of the pack 
last winter when the tensions 
increased. “It is important to 
understand that Aidan needed 
time to accept a lower ranking 
position,” she said. “We want 
his transition to retirement to be 
comfortable and less stressful. 
If he thinks he still leads the 
pack, it’s been our experience 
that they will do what they can 
to get back to the pack. Aidan 
needed to be ready to let go of 

leadership. From what we saw 
in the last few weeks, we believe 
that time is right.”

“For those who watched 
the cameras, YouTube and the 
Wolf Care Webinars, he still 
had social interactions with the 
pack, especially Grayson, but 
when it came to Boltz and Axel, 
the tension was there. He let the 
others do the leading and he 
did the following. Essentially, 
the pack was starting to form a 
new leader.”

Late last week, Schmidt 
provided an update. “Aidan had 
a restful first night of retirement, 
but by dawn, as the Exhibit Pack 
started some social interactions, 
he started to show some anxiety, 
pawing at the gate toward the 
activity,” she said. “Grayson is 

coming to the fence line whining 
and that gets Aidan anxious. 
Staff are able to calm Aidan 
down with distractions, but the 
challenge with social animals is 
they want to be social, regardless 
of the moments of tension that 
affected their confidence.” 

 Which wolf will take the 
lead is the next stage of this tran-
sition. Aidan’s brother, Denali, 
is going to stay with the pack at 
this time, according to Schmidt. 
“He is an important member of 
the social group. We will defi-
nitely watch this closely. Denali 
is 10 years old even though 
he acts like a two-year-old on 
occasion,” Schmidt said.

Staff was on site 24-hours 
a day during this transition time 
and tested some shared fence 

lines to see if Aidan wanted to 
join Grizzer and Luna, she said.

 “On Saturday morning, we 
integrated Grizzer with Aidan. 
We chose Grizzer because he 
showed the most social whining 
towards Aidan. The introduction 
was successful (with a nose to 
nose greeting) and not only did 
they interact well, Grizzer had 
gained trust in associating with 
Aidan and, by the end of the day, 
Grizzer and Aidan were eating 
side by side with no issue,” 
Schmidt said.

Last Sunday, staff complet-
ed the transition by bringing 
Luna into the Pack Holding 
Area. Initially “Luna showed 
no sign of dominance, but when 
Aidan scent-rolled on a piece of 
meat from the morning meds, she 

charged him and growled. He 
gave a lip curl, but did not engage 
in any other interactions,” she 
said. “Later, she showed some 
possessive behavior in her 
favorite resting spot near the 
misting system with her birch 
log pillow. Aidan walked by and 
she did a defensive growl. Aidan 
promptly ignored it.”

After that encounter, staff 
opened up all three areas of the 
retirement area to give every-
one some space. Aidan found 
a comfortable spot under the 
elderberry in the back habitat, 
Grizzer sleeps in his usual spot 
on the east side and so far, Luna 
is staying closer to Grizzer than 
Aidan.
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by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Contact: paulkessforcommissioner.com or on Facebook
Paid for by the committee to elect Paul Kess

Chuck Novak, Mayor of Ely
  “I am supporting Paul Kess for County Commissioner. He is the only candidate with 
significant Public Service experience. He has served on the Ely City Council for years, as 
President of Range Association of Municipalities and Schools, and as President of his union 
local. The position of County Commissioner requires extensive knowledge and experience. 
Paul Kess has both. I support Paul Kess.”

Jerome Debeltz, Ely City Council, 20+ years
  “Paul Kess will be a fine County Commissioner.”

Don Negley, former Babbitt Mayor, Babbitt business man
  “Paul Kess represents the values and interests of his constituents with honesty and integ-
rity we expect. He has demonstrated the ability to get difficult things done for the greater 
community by working with all interests to accomplish the greater community projects.”

John Fedo, Ely Economic Developer
  “Paul is the type of elected official that digs in and represents his constituents with the 
dedication and unique understanding necessary to make sound decisions. He will bring that 
same tenacity to the County Board.”

Celia Domich, Ely Heritage Preservation Committee
  “I’ve known Paul Kess my entire life and have worked with him as part of Ely’s Historic 
Preservation efforts. He has the integrity, experience and commitment to provide excellent 
representation. I confidently support Paul Kess.”

• FULL BODY SHOP •
We’ll work with your
insurance company!

8461 Enterprise Drive N, Mt. Iron  •  218-741-1646
Hours: M-F: 8 AM-5:30 PM,  Sat: 8 AM-4:30 PM,  Sun: Closed

    
   

 
    

   
 

    
   

 

Computer Diagnostic Service • Wheel Balancing
Brake Service • Tune Ups • Tires

Shocks, Struts & Springs • CV Joint Replacement
Computerized Alignment • Exhaust Systems

Overload Kits & More

ELY WOLF CENTER

Changing pack dynamics at Ely’s Wolf Center

Aidan is transitioning from pack leader and into retirement at the International Wolf Center in Ely. submitted photo

My culture is an 
important part of 
my education.

Vermilion Country School is a 
Grades 7-12 Public Charter School
Transportation provided from Ely, Babbitt, Embarrass, 

Aurora area, Tower-Soudan/Lake Vermilion.

Call Today To Arrange a Tour • Openings available in all grades
School Administrator (218) 753-1246 ext. 1006.  (lv. msg.)

Or (218) 753-2950  (ask for Jodi) • email kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

www.vermilioncountry.org

Basketry art on display at the Edge; public invited to 
opening reception on Friday, Aug. 3



REGIONAL— It’s been 
forty years since the 
controversial passage 

of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness Act, a federal 
law that enacted significant new 
protections to 1.1 million acres 
of the Superior National Forest’s 
canoe country. 

At the time, proponents of 
this spectacular region could 
take solace in the belief that the 
wilderness designation ensured 
long-term protection of the 
qualities that continue to make 
the area a popular destination 
today. And the good news is 
that the wilderness continues 
to enjoy broad public support 
and remains a sanctuary for its 
human visitors as well as the 
wildlife that call this complex 
ecosystem home.

Yet despite the protections 
in effect, the future of the wil-
derness is nonetheless uncertain 
according to a new report issued 
by the environmental advoca-
cy group, the Friends of the 
Boundary Waters, that assesses 
the state of the wilderness on its 
40th anniversary. It’s the first 
such report produced by the 
Friends since the 1978 law was 
enacted and it offers both good 
news and bad about the future 
of the area.

“As a federally designated 
wilderness area, the BWCAW 
is protected from human inter-
ference and should change only 
at nature’s pace,” writes Chris 
Knopf, executive director of 
the Friends, in a note included 
in the report. “Unfortunately, 
the natural rhythms of the 
wilderness are not immune to 
modern-day threats like global 
climate change and proposed 
sulfide mining operations. While 
nature is ever-changing, threats 
like these have the potential to 
render the BWCAW, as we now 
know it, unrecognizable.”
Agents of change

Perhaps the largest single 
threat identified in the report—
climate change— has the poten-
tial for the greatest and most 

wide-ranging impacts. “The 
continued consumption of fossil 
fuels and the changes to climate 
it causes are already impact-
ing the wilderness and have 
profound implications for the 
Boundary Waters ecosystem,” 
the study concludes. 

It notes that visitors to the 
wilderness one hundred years 
from now will likely experience 
a dramatically different land-
scape, much different from the 
southern boreal forest edge that 
dominates much of the wilder-
ness today. Based on the latest 
scientific studies, the report 
predicts that “Oaks and maples 
will eventually replace much 
of today’s boreal pine forests, 
while some areas will convert 
to grasslands.”

The change is likely to 
occur soonest on the western 
end of the wilderness, where 
oaks and red maple have already 
grown increasingly dominant in 
recent years. But even in eastern 
portions of the wilderness, the 
report predicts that the boreal 
forest that currently dominates 

the Boundary Waters will be 
limited to north-facing slopes 
or other cooler locations. 

And the rapid pace of 
climate change in northeastern 
Minnesota means disappearance 
of the boreal forest could come 
sooner that most people expect. 
“The change in winter in the 
region from climate change is 
very dramatic,” said Knopf, in 
an interview for this story.

Indeed, the region has 
already experienced some of 
the most dramatic warming 
anywhere in the lower 48 
states, with average winter 
temperatures increasing up to 
7.5 degrees F. since 1970. Given 
such dramatic change already, 
University of Minnesota forest 
ecologist Lee Frelich, who has 
conducted extensive research 
in the Boundary Waters, now 
predicts that just one or two 
degrees of additional warming 
will be enough to “definitely tip 
the balance away from boreal.”

One potential driver of 

Expanded 
options for 
deer hunters 
this season

6B  August 3, 2018                                                                                                                       TIMBERJAY Newspapers

WHITETAILS

Despite wilderness protections, the Boundary 
Waters may be facing its biggest threats yet

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

PURPLE-FRINGED ORCHID

It’s a little past their peak, 
but you can still spot the magenta 
spikes of this spectacular native 
wildflower poking up, usually 
amidst grasses along the edge of 
wetlands. The Purple-fringed 
Orchid, Platanthera psycodes, 
is actually fairly common in our 
area, and is also often found in 
wet fields and along roadside 
ditches. Its delicately fringed 
flowers make this a very distinc-
tive wildflower.

DNR issues 
ten-year 
deer plan
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

See HUNTING...pg. 7B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

Above: A small Boundary Waters pond as it appears 
today. Below: How that same region could appear 
several decades from now due to the effects of climate 
change.   Courtesy Friends of the Boundary Waters

See BWCAW...pg. 7B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

STATE OF THE BOUNDARY WATERS

Forty years 
after the fight

REGIONAL— The 
Department of Natural 
Resources has released a 
new ten-year deer manage-
ment plan that spells out the 
agency’s strategic goals and 
the public’s role in manag-
ing one of the state’s most 
valuable wildlife species 
through 2028. 

Deer hunting is a major 
industry in Minnesota, 
generating $500 million 
annually in total economic 
activity in the state, consti-
tuting a significant portion 
of the state’s $14 billion 
outdoor recreation industry.

The new plan is the 
culmination of a two-year 
effort involving numerous 
public meetings, followed 
by analysis and recommen-
dations by a 19-member 
Deer Management Plan 
Advisory Committee. The 
newly-adopted plan: 

 Outlines strategic 
direction by explaining 
management values, goals, 
and objectives that will 
help to prioritize the use 
of agency resources and 
management activities.

  Describes DNR 
responsibilities and efforts 
related to deer management.

 Provides a multi-lev-
el structure for engaging 
with stakeholders and the 
public to promote efficient 
deer management.

As part of its strategic 
vision, the DNR sets eight 
major goals in the new plan, 
including:

 Establishing effec-
tive communication and 
public involvement.

 Satisfying all deer 
management stakeholders, 
from hunters to farmers, 
while considering the social 
dimensions of agency deci-
sion-making. 

  Population man-
agement, monitoring and 
research, and using both 
biological and social con-
cerns in management plan-
ning.

 Supporting a healthy 
deer herd by monitoring and 
addressing diseases like 
chronic wasting disease.

 Protecting healthy 
wildlife habitat by protect-
ing, enhancing, and restor-
ing habitat and by managing 
for an appropriate number 
of deer.

 Reducing negative 
impacts by deer to the 
land, resources, and other 
species, including humans. 

 Seeking sufficient 
funding and promoting 
cost-effective deer man-
agement.

 Practicing contin-
uous improvement within 
the DNR’s management 
program. 

You can read the full 
report online at mndnr.gov/
deerplan.

HUNTING

REGIONAL— Deer hunters 
in parts of the North Country 
will have more opportunities 
to harvest antlerless deer as the 
whitetail recovery continues. 
And hunters will have a chance to 
learn more about how that affects 
them during a public meeting set 
for Wednesday, Aug. 15, from 
6-8 p.m. at the DNR Area Office 
in Tower.  

Hunters in Permit Area 177, 
which includes the Cook, Tower, 
and Lake Vermilion area will 
benefit the most with the change 
in designation from “hunter’s 
choice” to “managed” this year. 
The managed designation means 
hunters will be able to take a 
deer of either sex with an initial 
license and can purchase a second 
“bonus” tag good for an antlerless 
deer only. 

“I’ve always said that PA 
177, 176, and 178 recover most 
quickly,” said Rusch, who noted 
it’s been four winters now since 
back-to-back severe winters took 
a major toll on the northeastern 
Minnesota deer herd. While 
this past winter was a long one, 
conditions were relatively mild 
throughout much of it, which 
limited winter mortality despite 
the extended season.

Af te r  fou r  yea r s  o f 
mild-to-moderate winters, both 
176 and 178 will be designated 
as hunter’s choice, which allows 
hunters to shoot one deer of either 
sex with a license, but that does 
not include an opportunity for a 
bonus tag.

Permit areas in the moose 
zone have seen less deer recovery 
but will remain hunter’s choice 
this year for the most part, as part 
of the DNR’s strategic goal of 
maintaining low whitetail deer 
density in the region’s primary 
moose range. PA 118 is the one 
exception— hunters there will 
need to apply for one of 400 
antlerless tags if they’d like the 
chance to shoot either sex.

The real holdouts to the 
recovery are PAs 108 and 119, 
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BWCAW...Continued from page 6B
forest change is fire, and 
the report notes that the 
frequency and intensity 
of large fires in the wilder-
ness may also be driving 
change. While fire is an 
important natural event in 
the boreal forest, the report 
notes that the changing 
nature of the fires is likely 
to drive larger changes in 
the forest over time. 

At the same time, the 
increasing frequency of 
major blowdown events, 
which can greatly elevate 
fire risk, may be contribut-
ing to the severity of fires 
when they do break out.

Such changes, driven 
by climate change, would 
not only impact the forest 
types found in the wilder-
ness, but also the types of 
wildlife, from mammals to 
birds, that will live there in 
the future.

Iconic northwoods 
species, like moose and 
Canada lynx, could dis-
appear as a result of such 
dramatic changes.

The intense warming 
being experienced already 
is also expected to impact 
fish species in the region’s 
lakes and rivers, and could 
affect cold-water species, 
like ciscoes and lake trout, 
most quickly.

While the Friends 
are helping to sound the 
alarm on climate change, 
Knopf acknowledges it’s 
an issue far beyond the 
ability of a single small 
advocacy group to combat 
in a meaningful way. 

That’s not the case 
with another potential 
change agent facing 
the wilderness: sulfide 
mining. While the effects 
on the wilderness from 
climate change appear to 
be wide-ranging and all 
but certain, the potential 
effects from the proposed 
opening of copper-nickel 

mining along the Duluth 
Gabbro are highly depen-
dent on future political 
decisions— and that offers 
opportunity for groups like 
the Friends to carry out 
their mission to protect the 
wilderness. 

The report focuses 
primarily on the proposed 
Twin Metals mine, which 
could encompass the even-
tual mining of several 
known deposits that extend 
along the South Kawishiwi 
River, one that directly 
abuts the wilderness. All 
of the deposits lie within 
the South Kawishiwi River 
watershed, which drains 
into the BWCAW. 

“Any groundwater 
pollution from the Twin 
Metals mine would enter 
Birch Lake, flow through 
the White Iron Chain of 
Lakes to Fall Lake and 
enter the BWCAW as 
part of the Rainy River 
watershed. These waters 
— cherished for fishing, 
swimming, and providing 
habitat for wildlife — flow 
past BWCAW campsites 
and entry points, resorts 
and cabins,” notes the 
report. 

Mining is not cur-
rently allowed within the 
wilderness boundaries, 
except during national 
emergencies, and the 1978 
law also enacted Mining 
Protection Areas in areas 
bordering the wilderness 
to prevent contamination 
of rivers and lakes that 
flow into the Boundary 
Waters. Those protected 
areas are found along the 
Echo Trail, the Fernberg 
Road, and the Gunflint 
Trail, but a portion of the 
southwestern side of the 
wilderness was left with 
little protection due to the 
existence of two previous-
ly-issued mineral leases 
that were still in effect.

The Obama adminis-
tration had denied renewal 
of those leases just before 
leaving office, but the 
Trump administration 
renewed them in May, 
breathing new life into the 
Twin Metals proposal. 

The Friends have 
joined several other envi-
ronmental groups in filing 
suit against that decision. 
That case is still in the 
early stages and may not 
be decided, possibly, for 
years.
Water quality 
remains exceptional

One of the brightest 
spots in the report is the 
group’s assessment of 
water quality in the wil-
derness. “The waters of 
the BWCAW are some of 
the cleanest in the nation. 
Every lake, stream and 
wetland in the wilderness 
is designated by the State 
of Minnesota as an out-
standing resource water,” 
notes the report, and most 
have demonstrated long-
term stability in terms of 
water clarity and nutrient 
levels. 

But the report notes 
that sulfide mining poses 
a significant threat to 
one of the wilderness’s 
largest watersheds and 

that there’s evidence that 
climate change is already 
having an impact as well. 
Warmer water tempera-
tures can reduce oxygen 
levels, which support 
aquatic life, and can influ-
ence how nutrients move 
through a lake system. 
Warmer water also gener-
ally boosts the growth of 
organic matter, increasing 
the rate of eutrophication. 
Warming temperatures 
can also alter the resilience 
of native aquatic species 
and provide an opening 
for establishment and 
domination by invasives. 

Whi le  Boundary 
Waters lakes are excep-
tionally clean, almost all 
of them have some kind of 
fish consumption advisory 
due to levels of mercury 
above the recommend-
ed level. The soft water 
and shallow, acidic soils 
of the Boundary Waters 
have very little buffering 
capacity, so they are unable 
to bind up the very small 
amounts of mercury that 
fall on lake surfaces in 
rain and snow. Most of that 
mercury is emitted into the 
atmosphere by coal-burn-
ing power plants. While 
the level of mercury in 
Boundary Waters lakes is 

incredibly low, it’s a con-
taminant that accumulates 
as you move up the food 
chain, which is why state 
regulators urge people to 
limit their consumption 
of older, top predator fish, 
which typically contain the 
highest levels of mercury 
in their tissue.
Maintaining a 
constituency

The Boundary Waters 
isn’t the only popular 
recreational playground 
to come face-to-face with 
the effects of advanced 
technology and the chang-
ing nature of recreation, 
particularly for younger 
generations. 

Knopf  descr ibes 
the shift as “potentially 
existential,” both for his 
organization and future 
protection of the wilder-
ness. Just as a law passed 
40 years ago this fall 
dramatically changed the 
legal landscape surround-
ing human activities in the 
Boundary Waters, a future 
Congress could sweep 
those same protections 
away— unless there’s a 
constituency to fight back. 

“We need people 
to continue to advocate 
for the wilderness,” said 
Knopf, who notes that the 

average age of a visitor to 
the Boundary Waters has 
increased dramatically in 
recent decades.

“In 1969, the average 
age of a visitor was 26,” he 
said. “By 2007, it was 45.”

That’s one reason that 
the Friends focuses signif-
icant energy on encourag-
ing youth visitation to the 
wilderness, teaming up 
to support organizations 
like the YMCA’s Camp 
Menogyn, which leads 
youth groups into the 
wilderness. 

The organization 
recently applied for an 
LCCMR grant to conduct 
outreach through public 
schools to underserved 
populations. That grant, 
if fully funded, could give 
as many as 250 young 
people the opportunity 
to visit the Boundary 
Waters. “We’re trying 
to make more diverse 
communities aware of the 
Boundary Waters,” said 
Knopf. “There should 
be no boundaries for the 
Boundary Waters.”

Go to friends-bwca.
org/blog to find a link to 
the full report.

where Rusch said the 
excessive loss of winter 
cover due to heavy levels 
of timber harvest appear 
to be limiting the deer 
recovery. PA 119 will still 
be bucks-only this year, for 
the fifth year in a row. “In 
108, it’s kind of the same 
thing,” said Rusch. 

The recovery was 
likely also slowed in many 
parts of the region by the 
high antlerless deer harvest 
last year. With liberalized 
antlerless deer goals last 
year, plus cold tempera-
tures and significant snow 
in parts of the region during 
last year’s deer season, 
many hunters opted to take 

their first shot rather than 
wait for a buck. While the 
buck harvest normally 
comprises 60 percent or 
more of the total firearms 
harvest, last year was 
50-50, noted Rusch. “We 
killed a lot of antlerless deer 
up here last year,” he said.

For more information 
on regional deer permit 
areas, check out the DNR’s 
interactive map at dnr.
state.mn.us/hunting/deer/
map.html. 

The map shows the 
boundaries of each permit 
area and includes informa-
tion on the status of each 
permit area in 2018 along 
with past harvest data. 

Cook Medical Clinic
20 5th St SE

(218) 666-5941
Open Mon-Sat

(877)  541-2817  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Behavioral Health Services 
Now Available in Cook!

Welcoming
Celin Williams, LICSW

Addressing concerns for all patients, 
including depression, anxiety, and 

stress management, family/couples 
therapy, trauma counseling, and 

substance abuse counseling

1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

76   62 76  62 76  57 75   5577  59
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

07/23     78     49    0.00      
07/24     80     48    0.00      
07/25     76     48    0.00      
07/26     64     43    0.00      
07/27     73     42    0.03      
07/28     78     42    0.00      
07/29     74     44    0.03    
Totals      12.28                       

07/23     81     57    0.60      
07/24     75     54    0.00      
07/25     70     52    0.00      
07/26     66     52    0.03      
07/27     72     46    0.00      
07/28     77     50    0.00      
07/29     79     48    0.00                                               
Totals        NA       NA   

07/23     76     57    0.00      
07/24     79     57    0.00      
07/25     76     55    0.00      
07/26     72     55    0.05      
07/27     72     55    0.02      
07/28     71     46    0.00      
07/29     77     46    0.36    
Totals      21.16   .

07/23     80     53    0.00      
07/24     81     50    0.00      
07/25     75     48    0.00      
07/26     72     52    0.11      
07/27     64     43    0.09      
07/28     73     45    0.00      
07/29     81     45    0.00      
Totals      12.61      

07/23     78     53    0.00      
07/24     79     54    0.00      
07/25     75     54    0.00      
07/26     72     47    0.10      
07/27     65     41    0.05      
07/28     73     44    0.00      
07/29     78     45    0.25           
Totals      15.63     

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com

2017 Buick LaCrosse
Essense

Remote Start, Loaded!

$23,995

2017 Buick LaCrosse 
Premium

AWD, NAV, Panoramic Roof,
Heated & Cooled Leather

$41,995

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2017 Chevy Malibu LT

Heated Leather, Panoramic Sunroof,
Loaded

$31,995

2017 Chevy Malibu 2LZ

MSRP $27,490

#560C White

#7475B White

$32,995

YOU
PAY

2017 Buick LaCrosse
Essence

$36,995

Heated Leather, Loaded!

SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE 

Save On Remaining
2017’s In-Stock!

MSRP $37,405

MSRP $50,920

MSRP $44,850

MSRP $41,775
Heated Leather, Loaded!

#5672B Ebony

#4356C Cajun Red

#3725B Red

SAVE ON 17’$

SAVE ON 17’$

SAVE ON 17’$

SAVE ON 17’$

SAVE ON 17’$
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PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Special 
Education Teacher, Special 
Education Paraprofessional, 

and Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/
employment

Or email 
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

218-753-1246  
www.vermilioncountry.org

1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

EMPLOYMENT

KUGLER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC ACCURACY TESTING

Kugler Township will conduct a Public 
Accuracy Test of its voting machine on 
Sunday, Aug. 5, 2018, at 6 p.m. at the 

Kugler Town Hall.

Julie Suihkonen, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay Aug. 3, 2018

VERMILION LAKE TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC ACCURACY TESTING

Vermilion Lake Township will conduct a 
Public Accuracy Test on the AutoMark 

Assistive Voting Machine on Wednesday, 
August 8, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Vermilion Lake Town Hall, 
6703 Wahlsten Rd.

Steve Peterson Jr., Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay Aug. 3, 2018

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC ACCURACY TESTING

Leiding Township will conduct a Public 
Accuracy Test of its AutoMark voting 

machine on Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2018, at 
6:30 p.m. at the LeidingTown Hall.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay Aug. 3, 2018

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
Meeting Change Notice

The regular meeting of the Leiding Town 
Board will be held on Wednesday, August 

15, 2018, at 6:30 p.m. at the town hall.

Following this meeting, a special board 
meeting will be held regarding the possible 
addition of Ambassador Point Court Road 

as a township road.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay Aug. 3, 2018

FILING NOTICE
EAGLES NEST TOWNSHIP
Affidavits of candidacy may be filed with the 
Town Clerk during regular office hours at the 
Town Hall from July 31 - August 14, 2018 for 
the offices of:

Township Treasurer- 4-year term
Supervisor A- 4-year term

  Supervisor D- 4-year term
  Supervisor E- 4-year term

Filing fee is $2.00

Filing Period for township offices is July 31, 
2018-August 14, 2018 until 5:00 p.m. for the 
November 6 General Election.

The Clerk’s office will also be open for candi-
date filings on:
Tuesday, July 31 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 2 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 7 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 9 from 2 - 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 14 from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, August 14

Deb Siverhus, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, July 20 & 27, 
and Aug. 3 2018

LEIDING TOWNSHIP
CAMP 5 TOWNSHIP 
PRIMARY ELECTION NOTICE

Polls at the Leiding Town Hall will be open 
from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. for the Primary Election 
on Tuesday, August 14, 2018, for the voters 
in Leiding Township and Camp 5 Township.

Marie Milan, Town Clerk

Published in the Timberjay, Aug. 3, 2018

CALL FOR PROPANE BIDS
CITY OF ORR 2018-19 HEATING SEASON

The City of Orr is calling for sealed bids on a contract price 
for 13,000 gallons of propane for the upcoming heating 
season September 1, 2018, through May 31, 2019.  Cost 
per gallon should reflect any additional fees or charges. 

Please submit your bid to the City of Orr, PO Box 237, 
4429 Hwy 53, Orr, MN 55771.  Sealed bids must be 
received no later than 4:00 PM, Thursday, August 9, 
2018, to be considered at the Orr City Council Meeting 
on August 13, 2018, at 7:00 PM at the Orr City Hall, 4429 
Hwy 53, Orr, MN.

Cheri Carter, Clerk/Treasurer
(218) 757-3288

Published in the Timberjay, July 27 & Aug. 3, 2018

THE GREENWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
WOULD LIKE TO REMIND ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

TO PLEASE KEEP YOUR FIRE NUMBERS VISIBLE

TO CORRECT ANY PROBLEMS

❖ IF THE SIGNS ARE FADED – PLEASE APPLY FOR A NEW ONE*

❖ IF THE SIGNS ARE NOT VISIBLE BECAUSE OF BRUSH –
PLEASE CLEAR OUT THE BRUSH

❖ PLEASE PLACE THE SIGNS PERPENDICULAR TO THE 
ROAD – THE SIGN WILL THEN BE SEEN BY FIRE TRUCKS

 
❖ REMEMBER SAFETY FIRST - EVERYONE WANTS THE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT TO BE ON SCENE – AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE AND VISIBLE SIGNS DO HELP

  
* NEW SIGNS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE 

GREENWOOD TOWN HALL (218-753-2231)  8/3

Full-Time Customer Service 
Representative

22-23/C

Como Oil & Propane; A Thompson Gas Company is seeking 
a full time Customer Service Representative.
Must have excellent communication skills and computer 
experience.
Competitive wage and compensation package, 401K & 
Health Insurance.

Send resume to Como Oil and Propane.  
6403 Highway 169, Tower, MN 55790 Or 
email resume to: ljaniksela@comolp.com. 

Equal Opportunity Employer 8/3

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING FOR

FRONTIER® 
COMMUNICATIONS 

CUSTOMERS
MPUC DOCKET

NO. P407, 405/CI-18-
122

OAH DOCKET 
NO. 19-2500-35222

The Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (MPUC) issued 
an Order on April 26, 2018 
initiating an investigation 
under Minnesota Statutes 
Section 237.081. The inves-
tigation concerns whether 
Frontier Communications 
of Minnesota, Inc. and 
Citizens Telecommunications 
Company of Minnesota, LLC, 
(collectively “Frontier”) are or 
have been in violation of any 
applicable service quality, 
customer service, or billing 
practices relating to tele-
phone services provided by 
Frontier that are within the 
jurisdiction of the MPUC.
Public Hearings
The Order provides that pub-
lic hearings be conducted by 
the Office of Administrative 
Hearings. Public hearings 
will be presided over by 
Administrative Law Judge 
Jeffery Oxley. Anyone may 
attend and participate in the 
public hearings by providing 
comments. You do not need 
to be represented by an attor-
ney in order to participate 
in the public hearings. You 
are invited to comment on 
adequacy and service qual-
ity, customer service, and 
billing practices concerning 
telephone services provided 
by Frontier.
Public hearings are sched-
uled as follows:

Ely, Minnesota
September 4, 2018

6:00 pm
Vermilion Community College
1900 East Camp Street

Ely, MN 55731

Slayton, Minnesota
September 25, 2018

6:00 pm
Slayton Public Library
2451 Broadway
Slayton, MN 56172

Lakeville, Minnesota
September 26, 2018

2:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Lakeville Heritage Center
20110 Holyoke Avenue
Lakeville, MN 55044

McGregor, Minnesota
September 5, 2018

6:00 pm
McGregor Community Center
41442 State Hwy 65
McGregor, MN 55760

Wyoming, Minnesota
September 12, 2018

6:00 pm
Wyoming City Hall
26885 Forest Blvd.
Wyoming, MN 55092

Public notice of the hearing 
dates, times, and locations 
will be published in local 
newspapers in our service 
area.

Submit Written Comments
Comment Period
• Comments will be accept-
ed through October 3, 2018, 
at 4:30 p.m.
• Comments must be 
received by 4:30 p.m. on the 
close date
• Comments received after 
the comment period closes 
may not be considered
Online
Visit www.mn.gov/puc, select 
Speak Up! to find this docket 
(18-122), and add your com-
ments to the discussion.
Email: Comments can be 
emailed to consumer.puc@
state.mn.us.
For eFiling: Visit mn.gov/
puc, select eFiling, and fol-

low the prompts.
U.S. Mail
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101
Written comments should 
include the MPUC Docket 
Number P407,405/CI-18-122
1. Your name
2. Any comments you would 
like to make regarding the 
docket.
Important: Comments will be 
made available to the pub-
lic on the MPUC’swebsite, 
except in limited circum-
stances consistent with the 
Minnesota Government Data 
Practices Act. The MPUC 
does not edit or delete per-
sonally identifying information 
from submissions.
Questions About the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission’s review pro-
cess?
Consumer Affairs Office
121 7th Place East Suite 350
St Paul MN 55101
651-296-0406 or 800-657-
3782
www.mn.gov/puc
Accommodations
If any reasonable accommo-
dation is needed to enable 
you to fully participate in 
these meetings (e.g., sign 
language or large print mate-
rial), please contact the Office 
of Administrative Hearings at 
(651) 361-7900 (voice) (651) 
361-7878 (TTY) at least one 
week in advance of the meet-
ing.
8/3/18
CNS-3157265#
THE TIMBERJAY

Published in the Timberjay, 
August 3, 2018

Northern Lights 
Clubhouse Director  

Well Being Development
Well Being Development (WBD) is a 501(c)3 
non-profit with the mission to inspire and 
foster activities that develop and enhance 
the mental well-being of residents in and 
around the rural NE Minnesota communities 
of Babbitt, Ely, Embarrass, Soudan, Tower, 
and Winton.

This is an exciting opportunity for an indi-
vidual seeking a challenging and rewarding 
career working in a non-clinical clubhouse 
community (elynlc.org) to increase mental 
health wellness in our beautiful area. The 
Northern Lights Clubhouse Director will work 
under the direction of the WBD Board of 
Directors to implement a program following 
the standards of Clubhouse International 
(clubhouse-intl.org), raise program funds 
through grant writing and fundraising, and 
supervise Clubhouse and Care Coordination 
staff.
 
Preferred experience and qualifications:
• BA/BS degree
• Non-profit management including grant 
writing and fundraising experience
• Excellent written and oral communication 
skills
• Excellent organization and time manage-
ment skills
• Proficiency with Office Suite and 
QuickBooks

Contact Jenny Uhrich Swanson with any 
questions or with resumes: (218)-576-5756; 
jennys@elybhn.org.  

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
(218) 753-2950



WANTED
WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME HELP NEEDED 
AT ZUP’S GROCERY IN 
TOWER- Flexible hours, many 
positions available. Apply in 
person at Zup’s Grocery in 
Tower, 218-753-2725.  7/27

ELY SUBWAY- NOW HIRING 
all shifts- FT, PT, seasonal, 
year-round. If you are friendly 
and like to keep busy, apply at 
our store or online at subway.
com.  tfn

POSITION AVAILABLE- BODY 
SHOP TECHNICIAN. Full-time 
benefits. Apply in person or 
send resume to: Lee Phillips, 
Waschke Family Chevrolet in 
Cook, 126 N. Hwy 53, PO Box 
549, Cook, MN 55723. 218-
666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

LUDLOW’S ISLAND RESORT 
is hiring for hourly maintenance 
and guest service positions. 
Hourly rates $11-15. And live in 
positions up to $1,000 a week. 
Call or text Paul at 612-599-
7800.  8/17

LOST
LOST- SAIL BOAT RUDDER 
lost on Saturday, July 28 on 
Big Bay/ Vermilion beach area, 
Lake Vermilion. Call Fred Teal 
at 303-956-1430..  8/10p

FOR SALE
2002 MERCURY 4-STROKE- 
tiller, kicker, steering linkage, 
tiller handle ext., transom sup-
port. Very good condition, can 
see running. In Tower. $900. 
Call 763-360-7358.  8/3

MINNKOTA TROLLING 
MOTOR- PD AP 65, power 
drive, factory reconditioned, 
pedal and slide mount, can see 
running. In Tower. $400. Call 
763-360-7358.  8/3

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

RENTAL 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A 2-3 BR 
HOUSE TO RENT in Tower-
Soudan area. Pet-friendly. 
Professional couple. Good ref-
erences. 218-820-3513.  8/3p

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 8/28v

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion

A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites
Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724 See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

MUSIC IN     
THE PARK

Free family-friendly concerts 
are held from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
the gazebo in downtown Cook 
every Wednesday from June 
13-Aug. 29. This activity is 
made possible by Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts, Cook VFW 
Post 1157, Cook Lions Club, 
The Timberwolves Snowmobile 
Club, and community dona-
tions.
THIS WEEK’S PERFORMERS!
August 8- Everybody’s Uncle- 
classic oldies and everyone’s 
favorites

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

MOVING SALE
2006 15HP 2-STROKE 
JOHNSON OUTBOARD- $650; 
Misc. Household items; tools, 
fishing; 2001 Chevy Pickup 
$2,500 OBO; 4-drawer HON 
file cabinet- $75; Vision 7100 
Elliptical- $500. Call 1-251-504-
9542, Lake Vermilion, Tower. 
8/3p

CHILD CARE 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR A CHILD 
CAREGIVER for a year-old 
child in Tower-Soudan area. 1-2 
days/week, beginning in the fall. 
Pay negotiable. Please email 
editor@timberjay.com, put 
Childcare in the heading, with 
your contact information in the 
text of the email, or stop by the 
Timberjay office in Tower.  8/3

GARAGE SALE
VIRGINIA (PERRAULT’S) 
HUGE SALE! Wed. - Sat., 
Aug. 8-11, 7:30 a.m. - ?. 302 
Fourth St. S, 2 blocks from 
Garden Bowling Lanes. Purses, 
furniture, plus-size clothes 
(like new), lotza bric-a-brac. 
Something for everyone!  8/3p

RUMMAGE SALE- Hers, 
His & Ours! Too much stuff! 
Something for everyone. 
Friday, Aug. 3 10-6, Sat, Aug. 
4 9-6. 3300 Breezy Point Rd., 
Lake Vermilion, Tower. 8/3

WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

Licensed Septic Design
& Installation

� Complete Site & Building Preparation
� Road Building, Land Clearing,

Basement, Demolition
� Digging, Dozing, Hauling

� Sand, Gravel, Crushed Rock, Black Dirt

Call for an estimate  • 218-365-4220

canudigit@frontiernet.net    MPCA License 1826
2408 Hwy. 169, PO Box 608, Ely, MN 55731  

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

 

4 - 40 YARD ROLL OFFS 

(Ely) 

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

For all your
HEATING,
PLUMBING and
AIR CONDITIONING
needs...
We’re the Professionals

Heisel Bros.
PLUMBING & HEATING
Northgate Plaza • Virginia
741-8381

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri 8 AM-5 PM
Sat 8 AM-Noon
Master Plumber
PC644131

www.heiselbros.com • info@heiselbros.com

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

REBATE Form

$10 $10

REBATE on 
Supreme per gal.
$35 per 5-gal. container

REBATE on
Pristine &
Medallion per gal.
$40 per 5-gal.
container 

July 22 - August 5

REBATE
on Cabot

Exterior Stain
& Timber Oil

ALL CABOT® 

EXTERIOR STAIN 
MAIL-IN REBATE

Get $10 back 
per gallon,

$40 back per 
5-gallon.

Valid on submissions postmarked
on or before September 5, 2018.

Maximum rebate $80.
See coupon for complete details.

$7

MONEY BACK BY MAIL-
Offer valid on purchases with dated 

sales receipt July 22-August 5, 2018.  
MONEY BACK BY MAIL-Offer 

valid on purchases with dated sales receipt 
between July 22-August 5, 2018.

Valid on submissions postmarked on or 
before September 5, 2018. Limit $80.

See rebate coupon for details. 

$10 MAIL IN

Pristine

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!
Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

Stop in today and speak with
one of our qualified sales

professionals about
CUSTOM CABINET DESIGN

You Can Handle
New Cabinets for Home or Cabin!

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Sand Point Lake, Ontario-$100,000  Wooded boat-access 
lot on Sand Point Lake. 
Johnson Lake-$100,000  20.75 acres and 1,425 ft of shore-
line. Boat-access.  MLS#130442 
Johnson Lake-$125,000 3.25 acres and 775 ft of shoreline. 
Boat-access.  MLS#130441                                         
Pelican Lake-$150,000  2.5 acres and over 250 ft of lake-
shore on Pelican Lake. MLS#130668 
Rainy Lake-$44,900  1.34 wooded acres with shared dock 
on Rainy Lake.  MLS#130899

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#134721- LAKE VERMILION 700 sq ft, 2 BR (including upper 
level loft) cabin. Private 1.5 acre setting among mature pines 
and rock outcroppings, 369 ft of lakeshore with gravel beach 
and lift-out dock. $189,900
#131778 - BUYCK Ideal horse-person’s / sportsperson’s 
country home on 33.94 acres near Vermilion River and Lake.  
High quality 2 BR, 1-3/4 BA home, horse barn, fencing, heat-
ed garage, sauna, overlooking scenic Two Mile Creek. 
Many extras. $309,900
#134839 - BEAR LAKE 1 BR + loft, 3/4 BA cabin with open 
kitchen and free-standing fireplace, screen porch. All on 31.5 
acres and 1,200 ft  of sandy lakeshore. $299,900

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

Find It
Here

218-753-2950

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.

SOLUTIONS TO YOUR POWER NEEDS
Remote cabin solar systems, grid tied 
application, battery storage systems

for power disruption solutions,
landscape lighting, security lights,

shed solar lights and more 
Email us today for your free energy solutions •Tax credits apply

northernsolarlight@gmail.com

See Us
at the

St. Louis
County

Fair!


